
 

 

 This month I want to tell you a story about 
Ben Turner.  For those of you that donôt know 
Ben, heôs a retired homebuilder, a very astute 
businessman and is married to his lovely wife 
Becky.  One day Ben called me and asked if we 
could meet.  He said had something to give me.  
When we met, Ben had a paper bag in his hand, 
but before he opened the bag he said, ñI want to 
tell you about my morning ritual.ò  Ben shared 
with me that every morning the first thing he does 
is to have a cup of coffee and he uses this time to 
pray.  Ben says that as he stirs his coffee he will 
often pray for other people.  He told me about a 
friend of his whom he used to work with in Florida 
and this gentleman has a son.  Ben said, ñI think 
the world of this young man and I pray for him 
every morning.ò  ñThen,ò Ben continued, ñI want 
you to know that I also pray for your daughter in 
Scotland.ò  My daughter Elizabeth is working on a 
Masters Degree in Edinburgh, Scotland.  We 
miss her terribly and pray for her everyday.  To 
hear that Ben also prays for her every morning 
brought tears to my eyes.  But Ben wasnôt                     
finished.  He said, ñAnd I also want you to know 
that I pray for you and your wife and Gray.ò  Then 
Ben opened the brown paper bag, reached in and 
removed two silver spoons and handed them to 
me.  He said, ñI want to give you these spoons.  
One is for Elizabeth and one for you so that each 
morning when she stirs her coffee and when you 
stir your coffee, youôll know that Iôm praying for 
you and your family.ò  Iôve experienced some   
holy, grace-filled moments as a pastor, and this 
was certainly one of them.  The silver spoons 
were a lovely gesture, a tangible symbol of Benôs 
commitment to prayer; but more important than 
the spoons were the words, ñI want you to know 
that Iôm praying for you and your family.ò    

Continued next column 
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What a blessing to know 
that Ben is praying for 
us.    
 Praying for each 
other must be one of  
the most loving, caring 
things that we as the 
Body of Christ can do 
for each other.  When 
you pray for someone 
youôre asking God to 
bless another personôs 
life.  It is a selfless act of 
love that strengthens 
the bond of love that we have for each other.  In 
this case, Ben is communicating and interceding 
with God about our family and Iôm grateful.  In fact I 
was so grateful that after Ben left I prayed, ñLord, 
thank you for Ben.  Bless him and Becky and thank     
you Lord that you allow me the privilege of getting 
to meet folks like Ben and to share our lives                  
together.ò  Prayer draws us closer together. 

 In February, weôre going to focus on         
prayer, both on Sunday mornings and Wednesday 
evenings.  Iôm praying that the Lord will use this 
time to strengthen the bonds of love that we have 
for each other through our focus on prayer.  Iôm 
praying that Bethel will become known as a      
praying church, because the church that prays   
together, and  prays for each other, will be held  
together by the unbreakable bonds of Christôs love.  
I want to thank Ben Turner for his prayers.  Letôs  
follow Benôs lead and pray for each other.  May 
God bless Ben Turner and may God bless Bethel 
Church.   
 

Todd  
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A Note From Your Associate                                        

Pastor and Music Minister:                                                                        

by Gayle Taylor  

                      ñThe Language of Love in Psalms and Songò 

February is the month when we turn our thoughts to love.  We love our spouses 

or significant others, our children and grandchildren, and other family members.  

For Valentineôs Day, we send cards that convey sweet, loving messages to 

those whom we love.  In Psalms 119, the psalmist proclaims his love for God 

and particularly for His law.  You might even consider this to be a Valentine 

message to the Lord. 

The psalmist opens with the reminder that the key to happiness is for followers 

to seek the Lord ñwith their whole heartò (v. 2).  Through  seeking the Lord with 

their whole heart, believers will ñtreasureò the word of the Lord (vv. 10-11).  

They will use their heart both to seek the word and to keep the word close     

by.  Over and over again throughout the psalm, the writer proclaims his love    

to the Lord by saying that he loves His law (v. 97) and that he loves His     

commandments ñmore than gold more than fine goldò (v. 127).  The message 

of Psalm 119 is quite compelling and inspires us to consider our own love for 

Godôs Word. Likewise, Christian songwriters, too, are inspired by the Word,  

and specifically by the Psalms to write lyrics based on their message.    

One such contemporary Christian song writer, Paul Baloche,                      

composed his song ñOpen the Eyes of My Heartò with Psalm                         

119:18 in mind.  The verse reads, ñOpen my eyes, so that I may behold     

wondrous things out of your law.ò  The lyrics are an appeal to the Lord to open 

the ñeyes of his heartò so that he can see the Lord and see Him in such a     

way that the Lord is ñhigh and lifted up.ò  A heart with eyes that is a unique   

way of visualizing the center of our emotions.  It is where we feel pain, joy, 

disappointment and love.  The writer believes that the heart can receive the 

Lordôs love once it is opened and then can perceive the glory of the Lord.  The 

song asks the Lord to ñpour out Your power and loveò while the worshippers 

express praise by singing ñHoly, hoy holy.ò  This is a reciprocal moment: the 

Lord pours out His love upon the worshippers while they, in turn, extol the 

Lordôs glory.   

This speaks to our personal relationship with God and His Word. When we 

seek and treasure His message of love to us, we are compelled to offer praise 

in response. Every day is Valentineôs Day when we open our heartôs eyes to 

the loving message of Godôs word! 

                                         Happy Valentineôs Day! 

 

The February Jigsaw theme is KINDNESS.  As we read the Gospels, we find 

that Jesus didnôt just model kindness, He commanded it!  By treating others 

the way we want to be treated, we live out the way Jesus taught us to live.  

Each week, we will learn what it means to: 

¶ be kind to others because God is kind to you  

¶ be kind to your family and friends 

¶ be kind to people who are overlooked 

¶ be kind to people who arenõt kind to you. 

We now meet each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. in the People of Hope Center.   

My name is Luci Milo.  I am with Girl Scout 

Troop 654.  I recently carried out my Gold 

Award project by making a  storage        

cabinet for Bethelôs very own preschool.   

The preschool, like many others schools, 

needed storage for art supplies for their little 

guys.  If they donôt have storage then they 

canôt have as many different types of crafts.  

Itôs extremely important that these children are exposed to as many different 

types of motor skills as possible and that is achieved through art time.  The 

reason I am telling you this is because I have a favor to ask.  There is                

nothing better for a church preschool than to know they are fully supported   

by the church staff as well as its congregation.  I am asking the Bethel Baptist 

congregation to hold a yearly supply drive every August to make sure these 

kids will always have new arts and crafts supplies for the beginning of each 

school year.  I would like to thank Bethel Baptist Preschool for allowing me to 

give to your community which in turn helped me to achieve the highest ranking 

award in Girl Scouts, the Gold Award.  Itôs truly been a blessing. 

Come out and support Bethel!!  All games are played at Manchester Middle 

School.  For more information contact Jake Florence at 804-677-5438. 

Friday, February 2:  8:30 p.m. 

Friday, February 9:  7:45 p.m. 

Friday, February 16:  7 p.m. 

Friday, February 23:  7:45 p.m. 
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Dear Pastor Todd and Church Family, 

Sometimes there just arenôt enough words to describe my appreciation.  Thank 

you so much.  I pray that God gives you favor and grace in your lives for 2018. 

Be Blessed, Mamie Scott, The Hope Supper Table 

Dear Bethel Baptist Church, 

My name is Monique and Iôm the mother of 10 

year old, Landin.  Landin has autism, and ADHD, 

so weôve been trying for a year now to raise the 

money for his autism service dog.  I was blessed 

to have met Brian Moseley through social media.  

Both of our boys have autism and we completely 

understand one anotherôs challenges.  I was 

absolutely blown away by the generosity of the 

church and community.  Having a donation come 

through to our cause is so personal and                    

meaningful.  But having such a large donation from a church and community 

that has never met us brought me to tears.  The struggles we face daily as a 

family are something many people wonôt understand.  My husband is in the Air 

Force,  currently deployed, and it has been so hard on the family.  Landin could 

benefit so much by having his dog.  From the absolute bottom of our hearts, 

THANK YOU SO MUCH!  Your kindness has touched our family so much.  I 

canôt wait for Landinôs pledge to be reached and knowing you all had a help in 

that just moves my soul.  Hereôs  a picture of our beautiful family.  Landin has a  

5 year old sister named Aeris, and my husbandôs name is Jon. 

Thank you again, and God bless. 

The Cantrell Family 

Dear Bethel Family, 

Thank you so much for remembering me at Christmas with a lovely ornament 
and gift card.  I am also grateful for your support and words of encouragement 

through the year. 

Blessings, Cathy Marshall 

Dear Bethel Church, 

Thank you for the beautiful ornament and the gift card you gave me for            
Christmas.  I appreciate your thoughtfulness and generosity.  I pray that 2018 
will be a wonderful year for Bethel Church and for each of you and your families 

individually.  God bless you. 

With love, Linda Gardner 

To My Church Family, 

I want to thank everyone for the flowers, food, cards and especially the phone 
calls after my knee surgery.  Without your prayers things would have been a lot 

harder. 

Thanks so much, Barbara Bell 

Dear Bethel Family, 

I would like to thank you for the gift card and beautiful Christmas ornament.   
My daughter Olivia fell in love with the ornament and found the perfect spot on 
our tree for it.  The gift card was put to good use for the holidays.  I thank you 
again for the generous gifts.  You have made me feel very special and much 

loved.  I wish each and everyone of you a very Happy New Year. 

Carter Cosgrove, Preschool Director 

Dear Bethel Church family, I would like to thank you for the beautiful flowers, 
cards, phone calls and prayers I received during my recent accident and   
hospital stay.  I wish each of you a Happy New Year and pray this year will be 

a healthy one for all of us. 

God bless you.  David Grubbs  

Dear Bethel Church, 

Iôd like to thank Bethel Baptist Church for the generous gift I received at 

Christmas.  It was most appreciated.  It has been a pleasure getting to know 

the Bethel Church family in the year that I have been here.   

God bless you.  Kathy Tuttle 

Dear Bethel Friends, 

ñA friend loveth at all times.ò  Wow!  We have seen this verse at work so    
mightily in the last few months.  In the months leading up to Bruceôs brain  
surgery, during his surgery and the following ñbumps in the roadò, you have 
ministered to us in so many ways.  You have loved and encouraged us.  You 
have shown your love and concern through calls, text, cards, visits, flowers, 
meals.  You have even brought in our mail and filled our bird feeders so that  
we might enjoy our little feathered friends.  Most of all you have prayed.  We 
could never express what those prayers have meant to usðhow they                     
strengthened and encouraged us.  You have shown us through your actions 
what true Christian friends do.  God has worked through you and we are so 
grateful.  How very blessed we are to call Bethel members our friends.  How 
blessed we are to worship and fellowship at such a loving church.  Thank you 

from the bottom of our hearts. 

Pat and Bruce   

Dear Friends,  

Thank you so much for the lovely flowers and delicious lunch you provided 

after momôs funeral.  Bethel has always been a caring and supportive       

community with a tradition of gracious hospitality.  Jean loved being part of its 

community and would be deeply moved at your expressions of appreciation 

for her life.  It is difficult to adapt to her absence, but your friendship has 

helped to ease the pain.   

Love, Teresa 

Dear Bethel, 

Thank you for all the prayers, phone calls, flowers and cards during my recent 

hospital stay.  Iôm on my way back to recovery. 

Love, Bob and Ellen Moseley 

Dear Bethel Church, 

Many Thanks to my Bethel Church family for the flowers, food, cards, visits 

and prayers during my surgery in December.  It was all greatly appreciated. 

Steve Stump 

Dear Bethel Family, 

Thank you so much for the cards, visits and prayers during my recent stay in 

the hospital.  Your caring and generous love were instrumental in my healing. 

Love, Anne Brandon. 
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Missions News  
 by Frances Morris 
Mission Opportunities 
 

Monday, February 5:  Adults on Mission:  Meet at Bethel at 10 a.m.  
All women are invited.  Our speaker will be Mark Snipes.  We will discuss 
the ñMission Boxò project.  Members please bring an item for the boxes. 
WMU SUNDAY, March 11 
Kroger:  Please register your Kroger card so Bethel can continue to 
receive reward points toward Missions.  Go to www.Kroger.com and sign 
in.  Then click on "Community" on tab bar and click on "community 
Rewards."  The church member number is 83564.  You will still get your 
points toward gas, Bethel will just get credit for any amounts you spend 
at Kroger.  
Bethel Preschooler Cards:  If you have signed up to send a card to a 
preschooler, please be sure to remember his/her birthday and the 
upcoming holidays. 
Mission Team:  We are still collecting items for this yearôs Mission Box 
project of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.  The project will enable 
Anna Julia Cooper School to provide its students with necessary 
resources to accomplish the schoolôs mission.  The following items are 
being collected until the middle of February: 
Pack of pencils 
Pack of pens 
Dry Erase Markers 
Sticky Notes 
Hand Sanitizer 
Pack of Lysol Wipes 
Optional:  You may donate gift cards from Walmart or Target to help 
purchase khaki uniform pants 

    Mission/Ministry 

¶ Music Ministry/Choir 
(See Gayle Taylor)  

¶ Adults on Mission 
(Meets the first      

Monday of each 

month at 10 a.m.) 

¶ Charlotteôs Pantry 

(See Brenda Peck) 

¶ Backpack Ministry 
(See Vera Caniglia) 

¶ Sunday Morning     
Nursery Ministry 

(See Errin Hasty)  

¶ Friends of the       
Homeless (5th        

Mondays at 8:30 

a.m.  (See Gayle 

Rogers)  

¶ AA Meeting every 
Thursday at 5:30 

p.m. 

¶ Puppet Team (See 
Andrea Hale) 

¶ Library Volunteers 
Needed (See       

Barbara Bell) 

¶ Care Team Ministry 
(See Shirley Lewis) 

Fellowship/Discipleship 

¶ Menôs Fellowship Lunch 
1st Thursday of each 

month at noon (See 

Bruce Lewis) 

¶ Womenôs Fellowship 
Lunch 1st Thursday of 

each month at noon 

(See Margaret Gillis) 

¶ Youth Group Meetings 
every Wednesday night 

at 6:30 p.m. (See Lauren 

Moore) 

¶ Bible/Discipleship Study           
Wednesday evenings at 

6:30 p.m. (See Pat or 

Bruce Bartlam) 

¶ Sunday School Classes 
9:30 a.m. each Sunday 

¶ Zumba every Thursday 
evening at 7 p.m. (See 

Megan Luck) 

¶ Brotherhood Breakfast 
(every 5th Sunday) 

¶ JIGSAW childrenôs     

ministry, every Sunday 

(See Tina McNeel) 

¶ Children in Action meet 
every 5th Sunday, during 

the Sunday School hour. 

(See Frances Morris) 

Our next lunch is set for Thursday, February 1,                                                         

at 12 noon.  We will meet at the Italian Delight                                                            

in South Creek Shopping Center in Powhatan.                                                    

Everyone will be responsible for the cost of their                                                          

own lunch.  Please call the church office if you plan                                                      

to attend so we can make the appropriate number of                                                      

reservations.  All men are invited.    

Please join us on Thursday, February 1, at 

noon at OôCharleyôs on Rt. 360 for our Ladies 

Fellowship Lunch.  Please text or call                   

Margaret Gillis at 804-305-6931 to let her 

know if you will attend.  All women are               

invited. 

On February 18, all families with children 

who are nursery age and elementary  

age are invited to join us for lunch      

immediately following service.  We want 

this time to serve as an opportunity for 

our families with young children to fellow-

ship and grow together.  Check the    

bulletin for more details. 
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1     Bruce Lewis                           

2     Curt Nellis                    

4     Lyndsay George                    

7     Jeff Huband                           

8     Robert Yeager                        

11   Sharon Laslie                                    

13   Pamela Cody                       

13   Emily R. Montaigne             

14   Brian Moseley                       

14   Barbara Phillips                                   

14   Bob Gillis                                      

14   Natalie Realubit                           

14   Josephine Realubit                    

15   Sara Currie                                      

16   Nicole Mayberry                              

16   Sarah Moseley                              

16   Stephen B. Theriot                     

17   Kaitlyn Patteson                                

18  Tweedle Richardson         

21   Elizabeth Bradbury              

22   Carter Brandon                        

23   Kilby Proffitt                              

25   Mark McNeel                             

25   Shannon Cramer                                            

27   Dee Garland                                           

27   Joseph Thomas                                     

29   Doug Jamison  

The next Spirit Night fund raiser will be Wednesday, February 21,      

between 5 and 8 p.m.  Money raised will go toward Bethel Baptist                

Preschool.  Please remember to mention Spirit Night when you place 

your order.  Please also note:  If you use a gift card with your order, 

your order will not count toward Spirit Night.   

Join us at Chick-fil-A at Westchester Commons Shopping Center each 

Monday morning at 8 a.m.  We will enjoy breakfast and a devotional 

time together.  This is a wonderful time of fellowship.  For more     

information, please contact Bruce Bartlam at 804-739-2936. 

I canôt believe February is already here and Bethel Preschool is now 

fully back into the swing of things.  With the cold temperatures and 

crazy weather, February also brings with it our enrollment for the new 

school year.  The Preschool begins enrollment for the 2018/2019 

school year on February 1st to our church families and preschool   

families first. Enrollment will then open up to the public on February 

15th.  We are offering a $10.00 discount off the registration fee for all 

those who register their child before March 22nd.  If you know of any 

families who are looking for a preschool, please let them know about 

Bethel. 

Our children are getting things ready for our Valentineôs Day                          

Celebration which will be held on Tuesday the 13th for some classes 

and Wednesday the 14th for the other classes.  They are busy learning 

the true history of Valentineôs Day and what it represents now.                      

Children get so excited creating their Valentineôs and delivering them 

to their friends! 

Many thanks to all the church members and preschool families who 

have come out and supported our Chick-Fil-A nights.  Chick-fil-A has 

been so impressed with our small preschool and it is due to your   

support. Even though our spot is reserved we must continue to meet 

the food sales of $300.00!  Please come and join us Wednesday,  

February 21st from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and have dinner with us at 

the Chick-Fil-A at Westchester Commons  We APPRECIATE your 

support the! 

I would also like to remind all that the Preschool will be closed on  

Monday February 19th in observance of Presidentsô Day. 

Thank you again to all who help support the Preschool and myself. 

You are the reason we are the program we are today!  

By Carter Cosgrove 

Preschool Director 

February 7ðDinner at 6 p.m.  Join us at 6:30 p.m. as Dr. Spencer 

continues his teaching called ñNew Testament 101ò. 

February 14ðDinner at 6 p.m.  Join us at 6:30 p.m. as Dr. Spencer 

concludes his teaching ñNew Testament 101.ò   

Starting on February 21, Pastor Todd will be teaching on prayer.  See 

details below.   

February 21ðSpirit Night at Chick-fil-A.  Please support Chick-fil-A 

Night and eat there before class or get it to go and bring it to class with 

you.  Pastor Todd will begin a class on prayer at 6:30 p.m. 

February 28ðDinner at 6 p.m.  Study on prayer with Pastor Todd at 

6:30 p.m. 

Starting in February we will be focusing on prayer on 

Sundays and Wednesdays.  Starting Wednesday,       

February 21, at :30 p.m., Pastor Todd will be teaching a 

study called ñ40 Days of Prayer.ò  During this time you  

will learn how to pray with more confidence and with a 

greater faith than ever before.  This study is designed to help you    

develop a powerful prayer life, learn how to pray for a breakthrough, 

unlock the secret to answered prayer, grow closer in unity and         

experience Godôs blessing.  This study will help you pray persistently 

and trust God for everything.  Childcare will be available.  Please join 

us.  We hope to see you there. 
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YOUTH NEWS by Lauren Moore 

Since we are in the middle of winter and wishing for warmer weather let's talk 
about SUMMER CAMP!!!  Passport camp is June 24-29 at Averett University in 
Danville.  Deposits have been paid from the youth account and right now the 
cost is $270 per person (originally $398). Proceeds from the Iron Bell Music 
concert will go toward the remaining balance to reduce the cost for each person.  
We will also do another fundraiser to help with the cost.  Camp is for any 
youth who is active or not, member or not who will complete 6th grade this 
year through 2018 graduates.  Final payment is due May 1.  Parents, we will 
need a male and female chaperone so please prayerfully consider spending this 

week with us. 

February Calendar: 

7: Connect, 6:30-8 p.m. 

9: Movie night at The Humphrey's, 6-8:30 p.m.  Van will leave church at 5:45 
and return around 8:45. If you wish to meet us there the address is 8913 River 

Rd. Henrico 23229.  

14: Connect , 6:30-8 p.m.  Meet in Hope Center to pack backpacks. 

21: Connect, 6:30-8 p.m.  Dinner at Chick-fil-a to support the preschool and 
then return to church for Connect. The van will leave at 6:30.  No money need-

ed. 

28: Connect, 6:15-8 p.m. Skyzone. Cost: $6. Wear comfortable clothes. The van 
will leave church at 6:15.  A waiver must be filled out ONLINE prior to our 
trip.  They do not accept paper waivers at the Richmond location. Waivers can 

be found at https://richmondstore.skyzone.com/waiver/  

 

The Hope Supper Table does not meet this month. We will serve again on 

March 17th.  

Upcoming pantry schedule:   

Wednesday, February 14, 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

Friday, February 23, 9 to 11 a.m. 

Wednesday, March 14, 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

Friday, March 23, 9 to 11 a.m. 

If you would like to help on either of these dates, please contact Brenda Peck.  

 This month is when we celebrate "Love" and most of us look so 
forward to remembering our loved ones with special cards or flowers or gifts of 
candy.  We must remember the Bible verse: John 3:16, where we are told that 
God so loved the world (each and everyone of us) that he gave us his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not parish, but have 
everlasting life.  My what a gift that was, one that gives us God's love more 
then anything we could ever deserve. 
 There is so much love in our church. I sit in worship and look  
around me and see the faces of love all around me. I can tell you of friendships 
that have traveled many a long road together, faithfulness beyond measure 
resides within our church walls. We care deeply for one another and live by the 
Golden Rule daily.  Isn't it remarkable to be part of such a loving, caring church 
family?  Do we thank him for leading us to this place, to be among this group of 
believers to share our earthly journey?  Surely this is a blessing to each of us.  
 We remember with love those members of our church who have 
gone ahead to heaven in these last few months.  They were precious people 
each and everyone of them.  We will miss them, but know they are walking 
those streets of gold and claiming their reward.. 
 
Have a wonderful Valentine's Day everyone, be sweet!!!! 

Shirley Lewis, Care Team Leader 

Reading my Faith Community Nurse newsletter prompted 

me to reflect on New Year Resolutions.  The article began 

with questions, very simple, but for some reason really 

had my attention:  What health changes did you make in 2017?  What health 

changes will you make in 2018? Then the big questions:  What changes are 

you making spiritually this year?  What are the wonderful gifts the Lord has 

blessed you with?  As I reflect over these question, I wish each of you a  

fantastic New Year.   

And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, 

having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.   2 Corinthians 

9:8 

Blessings, Cindy 
 

(Cindy Luck, will be available on Sunday, February 18, from 9:00 to 10:15 

a.m. in the Parish Nurseôs office.)   

 Snowflakes are beautiful pure and white and like                             

Godôs people, no two are alike.  I admire the beauty of the snow,                                        

but thatôs about as far as it goes.  Spring where are you?

 I would like to thank my staff for doing such a great                                        

job with the Bethel library while I was out.  They are awesome! 

 Valentineôs Day will soon be here.  Our children just love this                 

holiday.  Our Valentine books will be on display along with our winter books.  

Cindy has just about finished our library window.  Come by sometime and take 

a look.  

Barbara Bell, Media Library Director 

This yearôs Mission Box project will enable The Anna Julia Cooper School to 

provide its students with necessary resources to accomplish the schoolôs  

mission.  Please pack these items in a shoebox for AJC. (picture above from 

www.cbfva.org) 

A list of needed items are on page 3, under Missions News.  Please bring the 

items to church and drop them in the boxes marked Mission Box.  
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