
 

 

One of my favorite times of the year 
is Christmas.  Itôs truly a special 
time to celebrate the birth of our 
Lord.  I love it when our house is 
decorated for Christmas, however I 
donôt enjoy the act of decorating.  
Hereôs where I find inspiration and 
admiration for Bernice Smith.     
Bernice is a long time member of 
Bethel and one of Berniceôs       
hobbies is collecting Santa                            
Clauses.  Bernice has collected so many Santaôs that 
she has no place to store them so she simply keeps 
them on display all year long.  At Bernice Smithôs 
home, everyday is a reminder of Christmas Day.  Just 
how many Santaôs has she collected?  Bernice says, 
ñOh my, well over 400 maybe even 500!ò  I didnôt take 
time to count, but Iôd put the figure closer to 500, itôs a 
bunch of Santaôs to be sure!   

In addition to the Santaôs, Bernice also collects dolls.  
She has one room with a collection of dolls, antique 
toys and two dollhouses that her father made.  I asked 
Bernice how she got started collecting all of these 
things.  She said, ñI started collecting dolls when my 
daughters were little girls.  I was the oldest of 5       
children and my father was in the military and we 
moved a lot so we were not allowed to have many 
things because we moved so much.  So when I had 
children of my own I wanted to make sure my      
daughters could have what I couldnôt.ò  The collection 
of dolls started by purchasing two dolls apiece for her 
daughters Nancy and Sissy.  The idea was they could 
play with one doll and then they would display the   
other.  Bernice told them that they could have nice 
things if they could take care of them.  As time          
passed her daughters grew out of playing with dolls 
and Bernice took over and found that she enjoyed   
collecting and displaying the dolls.  So how did Bernice 
get into collecting Santaôs?   

Years ago Bernice noticed that not many folks hung 
Christmas pictures on their walls, 
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so she started hanging pictures of 
Santa on her walls.  That morphed 
into collecting and displaying                      
Santaôs.  Bernice said, ñI loved                     
that all their faces were different.  
Christmas is such a beautiful time 
of year and it all ties in with the birth 
of Christ.  These Santaôs took me  
back to when I was a little girl and I 
remember learning about the birth 
of Jesus.  When I knew that                          
December was the month of His birthday that was                         
important to me.ò    

As the Santa collection grew Bernice began to share  
her collection with others.  Bernice has a granddaughter 
named Mary and Bernice would take a few of the                  
Santaôs to Maryôs school for show and tell and it would 
bring joy to the children.  Then she began to have an 
open house.  Sheôd begin cooking ña month ahead of 
timeò to get ready for the open house.  One by one,  
people would stream through her house and marvel at 
the Santaôs, theyôd enjoy the food, but I suspect that the 
thing they enjoyed the most was the fellowship that            
Bernice created by inviting others into her home.                      
Bernice says, ñCollecting the Santaôs and Dolls have 
brought joy to me and it brought joy to everyone who 
saw them.  I enjoyed it and it was extra joy for me to see 
the joy it brought to the people who came to see them.ò 

I wanted to share Berniceôs story with you because   
Bernice has found a unique way to capture the wonder 
and joy of Christmas and make it part of her life all year 
long.  Perhaps more importantly, Bernice has found  
tangible ways of sharing the joy of the Lord.  She not 
only has her open house, but years ago she used to  
invite the Girl Scouts over to her house and theyôd have 
a fun day of looking at the Santaôs and even making 
their own Santa.  Bernice had a kiln and sheôd make                 
ornaments for the Girl Scouts to paint and take home 
with them.  So hereôs an example of how someone has 
taken something that they enjoy and used it to bring joy 
to others.   
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A Note From Your Associate                                        

Pastor and Music Minister:                                                                        

by Gayle Taylor  

òPromotions: The Beauty of Small Groupsó 
 

 Once of the nice features about September is that it   
represents a season of new beginnings: the beginning of a new 
school year, the beginning of the football season, and often it is 
the beginning of a new church year.  Remember when you got 
ñpromotedò to a new Sunday School class?  Chances are you may 
not be promoted to a new class this September, but you might 
consider revamping your faith journey by participating in a small 
group.   
 Currently, one small group meets each Tuesday evening 
from 6:30-8:00 p.m. The beauty of a small group is that it allows 
members the time and space to share thoughts and insights on 
matters of faith in an informal and relaxing atmosphere.  This fall 
the Tuesday night group will take a 5-week journey in Soul Detox: 
Clean Living in a Contaminated World by Craig Groeschel                        
beginning on September 18. This study focuses on ñthe toxins that                    
assault us dailyò such as bad language, fear, toxic relationships, 
harmful thoughts, and toxic cultural influences. 
   Why not give yourself a ñpromotionò and begin the fall 
season with a new sense of purpose as you walk alongside others 
in their journey of faith through a small group?  

NOTE: As interest and need arise, other small groups will 
be forming this year. If you feel led to participate in a small group 
or to facilitate one, please contact Gayle Taylor, who is the      
Discipleship Coordinator at Bethel Baptist. 

  
  Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; 

but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on towards the goal for the 
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.  --Philippians 
3:13-14 

One of our Bethel Mileposts is ñWeôre blessed to be a blessing.ò   
Bernice Smith has been a blessing to innumerable people in 
our  community by inviting others into her home to experience 
the joy and wonder of Christmas.  As I was thinking about   
Berniceôs story I thought this article might be more appropriate 
for the Christmas newsletter, but then I thought that perhaps itôs 
better that it doesnôt come out at Christmas because we need 
reminders all throughout the year of the joy of Christmas.  We 
need to be reminded that the Lord sent his Son to us, to be with 
us.  That wondrous, Christmas Spirit is something that we need 

everyday.  So thank you Bernice for that reminder.   

One final thing, I asked Bernice if there is anything sheôd like   
to communicate in this article.  She said, ñTell folks to save 
some dates in December for my open house.ò  We will let you 
know when Bernice has her open house.  When she does, do 
yourself a favor and go.  Youôll marvel at her collection of    
Santaôs and Dolls, but the best thing about your visit will be 
spending time with Bernice.  Sheôs a treasure and a blessing to 
many.  Lord, thank you so much for the gift of Berniceôs life.  
Thank you for reminding us that the joy of Christmas is a joy we 
can experience each day.  Help us Lord to use our gifts to be a 
blessing to others.  Please continue to bless Bernice and her 
family and please continue to bless our Bethel Church family.  

In Christôs name I pray, Amen.    

Todd  

Continued from page 1 

We are offering another class on financial peace through 

ñFinancial Peace Universityò  This one will be on Wednesday 

nights instead of Thursdays. 

What?  Itôs a 9 week course designed to help you get out of  

debt and on a path towards having financial peace.                                                                                    

When?  Classes begin on Wednesday September 19, at 6:30 

p.m.  Classes will last about an hour and a half and the course 

runs for 9 weeks.                                                                                          

Where?  Classes meet at Bethel in the People of Hope                         

Center                                                                                                          

Who?  Brian Hardy will facilitate the class.  Heôs been                         

practicing the principals taught in this class since 2011.  To 

sign up for the class or for more information on the class 

please contact Brian at 804-432-8728.                                                            

Cost?  The cost of the class is $99.  Scholarships are                          

available if someone needs some financial assistance to                       

participate.                                                                      

Why not take a step toward financial peace and sign up for 

FPU today!  Sign-up sheet is on the table in the People of 

Hope Center. 

The Preschool will have itôs annual Yard 

Sale on October 13, from 8 a.m. to noon.  If 

you would like to sell your own items, you 

may rent a table or a space for your own 

table for $20.  You may also donate items to 

the preschool to sell.  Please bring your                       

donations to the church and drop them off between 9 a.m. and 1 

p.m.  Monday through Thursday, starting September 17.  For more 

information please contact Carter Cosgrove or the church office at 

804-794-8590. 
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Join us at Chick-fil-A at Westchester                                  

Commons Shopping Center each Monday morning at 8 a.m.  

We will enjoy  breakfast and a devotional time together.  This is 

a wonderful time of fellowship.  For more information, please 

contact Bruce Bartlam at 804-739-2936. 

1      Noah Moseley                      

1      Ian Weir                                    

2      Sarah Moschler                   

3      Burnette Elam                        

3      Rodney Smith                        

5      Janet Goodman                                

5      Melanie Hansen                    

5      Robert Tansey                      

8      Michelle Stine                        

9      Susan Brown                       

9      Mary Camden                    

9      Page Chauncey                             

9      Benjamin Cody                           

11    Brian Hardy                  

12    Jon Hansen                   

12    Cathy Williamson                           

12    Greg McLeod                       

13    Amanda Brownson       

14    Ellen Moseley                 

14    Linda Redmond                

14    Karen Smith                              

15    Teresa Troncali                       

16    Peggy Heath                

16    Heath Humphreys        

16    John Stinson                                             

16    Lisa Wilkerson                 

17    David Ellis                                       

18    Tammie Butler               

19    Paul Kiiffner               

20    Martha Vaughan                      

21    Gayle Rogers                

21    Matt Surma                              

21    Meg Surma                                         

22    Bill Carlson                   

23    Kathy Tuttle                    

23    Faye Brown                  

24    Gray Bradbury                       

25    Mike Garland                 

28    Cheryl Grubbs                                

30    Bobby Thomas 

Fellowship/Discipleship 

¶ Menôs Fellowship Lunch 1st 

Thursday of each month at 

noon (See Bruce Lewis) 

¶ Womenôs Fellowship Lunch 

1st Thursday of each month 

at noon (See Margaret   

Gillis) 

¶ Youth Group Meetings every 

Wednesday night at 6:30 

p.m. (See Lauren Moore) 

¶ Bible/Discipleship Study           

Wednesday evenings at 

6:30 p.m. (See Pat or Bruce 

Bartlam) 

¶ Sunday School Classes 

9:30 a.m. each Sunday 

¶ Zumba Thursday evenings 

at 7 p.m. (See Megan Luck) 

¶ Brotherhood Breakfast 

(every 5th Sunday) 

¶ JIGSAW childrenôs ministry, 

every Sunday (See Tina 

McNeel) 

¶ Children in Action meet  

every 5th Sunday, during 

the Sunday School hour. 

(See Frances Morris) 

    Mission/Ministry 

¶ Music Ministry/Choir 

(See Gayle Taylor)  

¶ Adults on Mission 

(Meets the first Monday 

of each month at 10 

a.m.) 

¶ Charlotteôs Pantry (See 

Brenda Peck) 

¶ Backpack Ministry (See 

Vera Caniglia) 

¶ Sunday Morning Nursery 

Ministry (See Lauren 

Moore)  

¶ Friends of the Homeless 

(5th Mondays at 8:30 

a.m.  (See Gayle                     

Rogers)  

¶ AA Meeting every          

Thursday at 5:30 p.m. 

¶ Puppet Team (See                

Andrea Hale) 

¶ Media Center (See    

Barbara Bell) 

¶ Care Team Ministry 

(See Shirley Lewis) 

Please join us on Thursday, September 6, 

at the home of Margaret Gillis for our                        

Ladies Fellowship Lunch.  This will be a 

covered-dish lunch, please bring a dish to 

share.  If you plan to attend or have any 

questions about what to bring, please text 

or call Margaret Gillis at 804-305-6931.  All women are invited. 

Our next lunch is set for Thursday,                                                         

September 6, at noon.  We will meet at 

the Italian Delight in South Creek                    

Shopping Center in Powhatan.  Everyone 

will be responsible for the cost of their own 

lunch.  Please call the church office if you                                            

plan to attend so we can make the appropriate number of                      

reservations.  All men are invited.    
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This month in Jigsaw, we will be talking about INITIATIVE.  
When we give kids a task, theyôre often very eager to help.  But 
what if they learned to do it without being asked?  What if we 
helped them see the needs around them and then take action?  
Thatôs initiative:  seeing what needs to be done and doing it.  
September is going to be a great month in Jigsaw.  Come join 

us! 

Upcoming pantry schedule:   

September 12, 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

September 28, 9 to 11 a.m.                                                                                                                 

October 10, 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

October 26, 9 to 11 a.m. 

 

If you would like to help on any of these dates, please  contact 

Brenda Peck.  

By Carter Cosgrove 

Preschool Director 

I canôt believe September is here! The summer flew by so fast 

as we took a long-deserved break to better ourselves for this 

upcoming school year! Since the last week of August, our  

teachers have been working hard to get their classrooms    

ready for the first day of school which is September 10th. The 

preschool currently has 25 students registered for the school 

year and we canôt wait to begin our adventures! 

The preschool has had several changes take place over the 

summer.  I would like to introduce two new members of our 

staff. Nancy Dewire will be the lead teacher in our combined 2 

and 3 year old class. Nancy attends Bethel Baptist Church and 

comes to us with thirty years of teaching experience.  Amy  

Powell will be the assistant teacher in our Pre-K class. Amy is 

not new to Bethel. She has had several children go through our 

program as well as having subbed for the preschool for several 

years. We are so excited to have both ladies on our preschool 

team. Please help me welcome them to Bethel.  Due to the 

large demand for our Pre-K class, we have decided to offer two 

classes.  We now have a 4 day class with Ms. Glenda Fisher 

and Ms. Amy Powell and a 3 day class with Ms. Rachel              

Strickland and Ms. Brenda Peck.  We feel it is very important 

that each child get the individual attention they need, and this is 

the best way to do it...a winðwin situation for all!  Ms. Nancy 

Dewire and Ms. Susan Brown will be teaching the combined 2 

and 3 year old class.   

The preschool will be continuing our Chick-fil-A nights every 

third Wednesday night of each month from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

beginning with September. We look forward to seeing everyone 

there. We will also hold our 5th annual Yard Sale on Saturday 

October 13th from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in front of the People 

of Hope Center. If you would like to participate, tables may be 

purchased at $20.00 per table or you can donate items for the 

sale. We will begin collecting donations the week of September 

17th. If you have any questions, please contact the church at 

794-8590. Thank you so much in advance for your help!  Please 

keep the preschool in your prayers as we begin another exciting 

year!   

The church office will be closed on              

Monday, September 3, in observance of 

Labor Day.  Linda will be on vacation all 

week.  We have wonderful volunteers  

lined up to answer the phones.  Linda will 

be back on September 10. 

September 5ðNo Bible Study 

September 12ðNo Bible Study, Business Meeting at 7 p.m.   

September 19ðBible Study on the Book of Jamesð6:30 p.m. 

September 26ðBible Study on the Book of Jamesð6:30 p.m. 

Join us on Sept. 19 and 26 and October 3 and 10 as Gordon      

Rutland leads us in a study on the book of James.  If you want 

practical wisdom for living a Christian life youôll find it throughout 

the book of James.  Join Gordon as he unpacks this wonderful 

book for us. 



 

 

Missions News  
 by Frances Morris 
Mission Opportunities 
 

Adults on Mission will meet Wednesday, September 5, at 10 
a.m. at Bethel.  Please note the day has been changed due to 
the Labor Day holiday.  Everyone is invited to attend.  We will go 
out to eat after the meeting. 

Alma Hunt Offering:  Mission week is the week of Sept. 17-23, 

2017.  Donations will be accepted all during September.   

Kroger:  Please register your Kroger card so Bethel can 
continue to receive reward points toward Missions.  Go to 
www.Kroger.com and sign in.  Then click on "Community" on tab 
bar and click on "community Rewards."  The church member 
number is QW701.  (Note: this is a new number)  You will still get 
your points toward gas, Bethel will just get credit for any amounts 
you spend at Kroger.   
 

Bethel Preschooler Cards:  If you have signed up to send a card 
to a preschooler, please be sure to remember his/her birthday and 
any upcoming holidays. 

The next Spirit Night fund raiser will be Wednesday,                                         

September 19, between 5 and 8 p.m.  Proceeds go to the   

Preschool starting this month and throughout the school year.  

Dine-in or grab dinner to go, but please remember to mention 

Spirit Night when you place your order.  Donôt forget to take 

time to come by and spin the wheel.  You can win free food, 

drinks or other items.  Hope to see everyone there! 

Hello Everyone!!! 
Once again it's time to return to our monthly newsletter and 
reporting of the Bethel Care Team. Summer has been a time 
for renewal and refreshing ourselves and having a little "me" 
time. But, let me say, in these past couple of months we have 
continued to stay connected with our "people" and talk with 
them or visit with them when the need arrived. Some have had 
health issues, but most have had a super summer.  
 

September usually means returning to more of a schedule and                             
families have school beginning, college beginning, and we  
also get back to more of a schedule that is normal routine. We 
are so blessed to have wonderful relationships within our  
Bethel Care Team and among our Bethel folks, we serve with  
gladness and enjoy many conversations and prayers together. 
We give and we receive on each visit and each card sent and 
each phone call made. Madeline Talley sends our cards,    
Barbara Hale is so gifted with her phone conversations and 
Florence McLeod, Bruce and Pat Bartlam, Margaret Gillis and 
myself try to do the visiting. I thank each of them for giving of 
their time. Just to let you know, we are seeing about 16 or 
more people at this time.  
 

We appreciate all your prayers of support and we thank the 
Bradley's for their generous gifts to us as we minister with little 
gift bags and baskets. We also have a book ministry for those 
who still love to read a good book.  We look forward to serving 
together for another year as God leads us. 
 

Shirley Lewis, Team Leader 
 

All people will know that you are my followers if you love one       
another.  John 13:35 

5 

Every day is a treat, delight and wonder all around.                                

In the sunshine and in the glow of starry skies,                  

share a story and celebrate with friends!  Eric Carle 

Our library staff is so excited to be starting a new church year with 

our Sunday School and Preschool children.  We have worked 

through the summer getting things in order.  I would like to remind 

everyone if there is a special person you would like to honor, you 

can donate a book and we will be proud to attach a note specify-

ing that information on the book.  This can also be done for birth-

days or any occasion you want.  I have a wonderful staff and we 

so enjoy watching all the children grow and enjoy books during 

the school year.  Books can be so important in ones life.  Reading 

takes you to so many different worlds and places.  The Bethel 

library is so blessed to be able to bring the wonder of God and 

other experiences to your boys and girls.   

Cindy Luck will be available in the Parish Nurse 

office on Sunday, September 16, from 9 to 

10:15 a.m.  Stop by and Cindy will be happy to 

answer your questions or check your blood 

pressure. 

http://bbc1817.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=24adf057605a86e21a1434386&id=d07875dae2&e=0acac2e3d0
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Dear Pastor Todd and Bethel Baptist Church, 
 

Chris and I want to thank you so much for all the love and support 
youôve given us.  We have an amazing family in the church and we 
love you all so much. 
 

God Bless, Chris and Stacey Elam 

Dear Bethel Church Family, 
 

Thank you for all your support for my softball team, the Powhatan/
Virginia Belles.  Thanks to you all, we were able to have a fun, safe 
trip to Louisiana to play in the World Series.  Though we did not win, 
we were honored to have made it so far.  My whole team is beyond 
thankful for everyone who donated money to help make the trip   
possible.  We had an amazing time and it was nothing but smiles. 
Thank yôall so much for your love, support, and prayers!  I am 
blessed to have such a loving church family. 
 

Love, Peyton Baker 

Dear Puppet Team, 
 

Thank you so much for the awesome puppet show.  What a            
delightful day!  We enjoyed spending time with everyone and                            
appreciate all you did for us.  We are enjoying our home-made                 
puppets.  We did ñPuppet Karokeò last week!  May God bless you            
as you continue to deliver smiles and warm the hearts of many with 
your puppet ministry.   
 

God Bless Your Team, Hope Family Services 

Dear Bethel Church Family, 
 

Bill and I can never, ever thank you enough for your prayers, 
cards, food and trips taking Bill back and forth and taking him to 
the grocery store and Post Office, the mall and any place he 
wanted to go while I was in the hospital and rehab.  Thank you so 
much from the bottom of our hearts.   
 

We love you all.  Joyce and Bill Bullock 

Thank you to everyone who helped with VBS! We were able to    
minister to 47 children and their families. Thank you for all of your 
hard work and dedication to the Lord, Bethel, and our community.  
 

With love and gratitude, Lauren Moore and Shawn Moss 

Thank you to all who participated in Chick-fil-a Spirit night over 
the summer.  Your support raised over $200 for our projects.  We 
were able to purchase basic personal hygiene items that we 
packed in gift bags.  These bags will be distributed to those in 
need who visit the Powhatan Free Clinic.  Later in the year we  
will take the remaining funds we raised and we will decorate a 
Habitat for Humanity house for Christmas that is currently under 
construction. Your support has blessed many people as well as 
the youth who have been able to serve others through these   

projects. 

Lauren Moore 

YOUTH NEWS by Lauren Moore 

As summer winds down and the start of school gets closer and 
closer we need to take some time to be prayerful for our youth. 
We need to be prayerful for all the challenges they face as 
they start a new school year. Prayers for growth spiritually, 
academically, emotionally, and socially. Prayers for academic 
success, for distractions to fade, for peer pressure and worldly 
desires to fade. Pray for our youth to be bold and fearless in 
Christ. Pray that they feel loved and encouraged in an ever 
changing world that continues to become more and more   
difficult to navigate. Prayers for time management and to not 
feel overwhelmed with the demands of school and extra     
curricular activities. Prayers for peace, clarity and wisdom from 
the Lord when they are bombarded with the demands of life. 
Prayers for an uplifting and safe school atmosphere. Please 
also pray that the Lord would continually stir their hearts and 
they would be open to and aware of his presence in their lives. 
Thank you for praying for our youth! 
 

We invite our rising 6th graders to join us for Connect                    
beginning September 5th and Sunday school beginning                     
September 9th. 
 

September Calendar: 
 

  5:   Connect, 6:30-8pm. 
12:   No Connect (Business meeting) 
19:   Connect, 6:30-8pm. Chick-fil-a night to support the                           
        preschool then back to church for lesson. Van leaves at   
        6:30.  No money needed. 
26:   End of month activity:6:30-8pm. Windy Hill. Van leaves at  
        6:30.  Cost: $5. 

Camp Willow Run is a Christian camp located on Lake Gaston 
in northeastern North Carolina.  The camp is built on a unique 
railroad theme using actual boxcars that have been converted 
into heated and air-conditioned dormitories.  An authentic 1911 
steam engine and caboose complete the train.  For more                
information about this wonderful youth adventure, please                     

contact Lauren Moore.   


