
 

 

 Did you know that Bethel 
has a Superhero in its midst?  
Our Superhero’s name is                
Connorman.  Connorman’s real 
name is Connor Smith and he’s 
the son of our newest church 
members Shawn and Krista 
Smith.  Shawn works for his  
family’s electrical supply                
company in Farmville and      
Krista works for Hamilton Beach 
Brands.  They live off of Huguenot Springs Road.  
Shawn and Krista told me that Connor is something of 
a miracle.  I asked them to explain.  Connor was born 
on March 28, 2010 and he came into the world as a 
beautiful, healthy baby.  When he was five months old 
Connor suffered his first seizure.  Krista says, “The 
scariest thing a parent can witness is your child having 
a seizure.  During the seizures Connor doesn’t breathe 
and his limbs shake uncontrollably.”  Connor was     
diagnosed with Epilepsy and a genetic mutation called 
SCN8A, which is very rare as there are only 250 cases 
worldwide.  From this diagnosis it was determined that 
Connor will likely always be in a wheelchair, be                     
non-verbal and have uncontrolled seizures.                                                           
 Despite this diagnosis Krista says, “Don’t                 
underestimate Connorman! This little Superhero (the 
reason he has a C cape on his wheelchair) is the 
toughest person I know!  After years of smaller                          
illnesses that would land Connor into the hospital for   
a week or two, he caught two nasty viruses at                          
daycare when he was six years old.  These viruses 
collaborated to flood Connor’s little lungs and forced 
him to struggle to breathe, sending his body into a   
severe sickness. He was put on a ventilator for close 
to five weeks.  We spent many sleepless nights in the 
hospital and the doctors made no promises that    
Connor would recover.  During this time Shawn and      
I prayed more than ever.  After 50 days in the PICU, 
two hospitals, two blood transfusions, too many rounds 
of viral pneumonia and collapsed lungs to count, two 
intubations,  
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one failed extubation and one successful extubation, 
Connorman had successfully defeated his biggest    
battle and was released from the hospital.”               
 I asked Shawn how Connor’s medical                       
challenges have impacted his faith. Shawn says, “I see 
Connor as a miracle.  The simple fact that we wake up 
every day with Connor is not just a blessing, but it’s a 
miracle.  Being in the hospital with Connor for those 50 
days taught me that life is a precious gift and that    
Connor’s presence is the best gift I could receive.  I’ve 
also seen the Lord work in so many ways.  As you can 
imagine there have been some challenging times with 
Connor’s illness and each time I ask, ‘How are we     
going to get through this?’   Every time the Lord     
somehow makes a way.  The need is so great, but the 
Lord always fills the need.  Also, I have to confess that 
early on I was not the best father in the world.  My work 
ethic is one where I feel like I’ve got to be working hard 
all the time, but I’ve learned the most important thing I 
can do for Connor is to be there for him.  So I’ve had to 
cut back on work and that’s been a blessing to me and 
my family.  I’m a better father now and my relationship 
with the Lord is better.”                                              
 If you ask Shawn and Krista 
about Connor they will tell you that 
they believe they’re raising an angel.  
Krista says, “Connor is the truest 
form of perfection here on Earth. He 
is gentle, laid back, and has the   
ability to love and smile upon                 
everyone. He passes no judgment, 
holds no hate, and returns a smile 
again and again.  He even smiles at 
nurses after they’ve given him a 
shot.  We’re literally raising an angel. 
He’s what’s right with humanity.”  Krista goes on to say 
that, “Today, Connor is happy and healthy!  Connor  
understands what you are saying and loves to meet 
new people, so please come over and say “hi” to him! 
You can also  follow his Facebook page, Connorman: 
Our Superhero.”                                                                                
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A Note From Your Associate                                        

Pastor and Music Minister:                                                                        

by Gayle Taylor  

In April, we will learn about                   

PATIENCE!   

It’s time for a road trip!  Some of 

us enjoy the journey as well as 

the destination, but others will 

ask, “Are we there yet?”  Road 

trips take time, and waiting to 

arrive can be frustrating.  But it’s 

not just with road trips.  Doesn’t it 

seem like we’re faced with waiting for something or someone all the 

time?  That’s why we’re using the idea of a road trip to help kids                 

understand more about what God says about patience. 
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Our next lunch is set for Thursday, April 5,                                                         

at 12 noon.  We will meet at the Italian Delight                                                            

in South Creek Shopping Center in Powhatan.                                                    

Everyone will be responsible for the cost of their                                                          

own lunch.  Please call the church office if you plan                                                      

to attend so we can make the appropriate number of                                                      

reservations.  All men are invited.    

Please join us on Thursday, April 5, at  noon at 

Red Lobster on Hull Street for our Ladies       

Fellowship Lunch.  Please text or call Margaret 

Gillis at 804-305-6931 to let  her know if you will 

attend.  All women are invited. 

Praise Slam: Glorifying God through Christian Music   

 Ephesians 5:18-20: Do not get drunk with wine, for that is 

debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns 

and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to 

the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to God the Father at all times and 

for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.                                           

 Have you ever heard of a “poetry slam”?  That is when poets 

and would-be poets gather at a venue and share their original poems.  

The purpose is for the poet is to out-do the others through the content 

and delivery of the poetry. Usually a panel of judges determines the 

“winner” of the slam.  Sounds interesting, doesn’t it?            

 Imagine this:  a gathering of vocalists and instrumentalists 

whose sole purpose is to share contemporary Christian music with 

each other.  Each person or group is making music that praises our 

Lord and Savior among other Christians.  Everyone present is listening, 

singing, and absorbing the sweet vibes of music and fellowship. That is 

what will take place on Friday, April 20, at Bethel Baptist Church from 

7:00-9:00 p.m. – a praise slam.  Musicians from Bethel and area 

churches will be given the opportunity to meet each other and to      

experience each other’s music.                                                                     

 If you would like to participate, please contact Gayle Taylor at 

revgayletaylor18@yahoo.com.  If you just want to sit back and drink 

coffee and enjoy a snack while listening to the music, please do!  

 By the way, the only “slamming” that will occur this night is 

through the force of love and praise being offered through music to 

Christ our Lord. Also, since this event is not a contest, there will be no 

judges--- everyone is a winner!  

In closing I want to share with you something that Shawn told me 
about Connor.  He said that Connor does try to speak and that the 
only words they’ve been able to make out are the three most               
important words anyone can have in their vocabulary, “I love you.”     
1 John 4:8 proclaims that, “God is Love.”  God’s love is certainly   
evident and at work in Connor’s life.  We’re going to celebrate what 
God is doing through Connor when we baptize him on Easter       

Sunday.* 

 This Easter will surely be a special one at Bethel as we 
celebrate the resurrection of Christ and the love of God that binds us 
all together.  May God bless the Smith family and our Bethel Church 

Family.  Amen.                                                                                          

Todd 

* This will be a baptism by sprinkling and will be done in the People of Hope 

Center.  Because of Connor’s medical challenges we cannot baptize him by 

immersion.   

Continued from page 1 

Gayle Taylor will be teaching on “Dreams and Visions in the Bible” on 

Wednesday, April 11 at 6:30 p.m. Dinner will be at 6 p.m.  The meal will 

be prepared by Grace Zoll from Henry’s Market.  The menu for April 11, 

is meatloaf, mashed potatoes, green bean casserole and cornbread.  

The cost is $7.00 each.  A sign up sheet will be available in the People 

of Hope to sign up for the meal.  Gayle will continue the teaching on 

Wednesday, April 18, at 6:30 p.m.  This will be Chick-fil-A Spirit Night, 

so please support Spirit Night and stop by and pick up your dinner and 

bring it with you.    

mailto:revgayletaylor18@yahoo.com


 

 

YOUTH NEWS by Lauren Moore 

This month we will be hosting a youth fundraiser lunch on April 22    
following worship service. The proceeds from the lunch will go toward 
decreasing the costs of Passport camp this summer. We are attending 
Passport Missions camp in Danville, VA from June 22-26. There is not a 
set price per plate, but rather a donation to the youth group for the meal 
and service. We will be prepping the food, setting up tables and chairs, 
serving, and cleaning up. Everyone is asked to attend and help. Parents 
too! The menu is chicken/pork bbq, baked potato bar, salad and      
dessert. Each family is asked to provide a dessert. 

April Calendar 

4:    No Connect (Spring Break) 

11:  Connect, 6:30-8pm. Meet in the Hope Center to pack backpacks. 

18:  Connect, 6:30-8pm. Dinner at Chick-fil-a then return to church. Van   

       will leave at 6:30. No money needed. 

21:  Serve at The Hope Supper Table, 2:45-4pm. Powhatan Fair 

       grounds. 

22:  Fundraiser following church service. Please plan to attend and   

       bring a dessert. 

25:  Connect, 6-8pm. Activity and cost TBA.  

 
Reminder: Final payment for Passport is due May 1.  Checks can be 
written to Bethel Baptist with Passport written in the memo line. 

Upcoming pantry schedule:   

April 11, 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

April 27, 9 to 11 a.m. 

May 9, 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

May 25, 9 to 11 a.m. 

If you would like to help on either of these dates, please contact Brenda 

Peck.  

Hello to April, and Springtime in Virginia. 

The old saying goes that April showers bring May flowers...right???  

Well I suppose all of us would vote to cancel the showers and only 
have the beautiful sunshine to enjoy in the days to come. But isn't that 
what life is like.  We must endure the rainy days of life to enjoy the 
sunshine in our lives, one without the other would make our lives too 
repetitive.  God is with us in both times of life, in our good times, as our 
pastor likes to remind us, and in the bad times, because he is with us at 

ALL TIMES.  

Our team has been busy this winter, many of our members have had 
repeated times in the hospitals, surgeries, rehabbing each time for 
sometimes a month at a time. As I write this, only one is in rehab right 
now and we expect her to return home soon.  Our team is so dedicated 
to the Bethel members, visiting each week or so and remembering 
them with cards and food.  Just an afternoon visit sometimes fits the 

bill.  Our many thanks to each one who serves.  

Please pray for our homebound members and for us as their friends. 
We bond together in prayer for them and for each other.  There has 
been a beautiful example of friendship developing among many of our 

members who are going through illness "together" ... 

Each member will be visited with an Easter memory for them to enjoy. 

We share in the joys these little things bring. 

Happy Easter everyone. 

Cindy Luck will be available in the Parish Nurse office 

on Sunday, April 15, from 9 to 10:15 a.m.  Stop by and 

Cindy will be happy to answer your questions. 

 Everyone is getting ready for a different season.                 

For us it is a most special time, Easter.  Jesus died for 

us.  I look around our world and just wonder how proud 

would He be?                                                                                                       

 Our library is ready for Easter.  The books are out on display 

and we are just waiting for our children to enjoy them.  We just finished                     

celebrating Dr. Seuss and St. Patrick’s Day.  Also, there were a couple 

of movies we talked about.   

 May will be the end of the preschool year.  It is our hope that 

these children have enjoyed their library experience as much as the 

library staff has enjoyed watching them change and grow.  I pray they 

have developed a real joy for reading.   

 

Barbara Bell, Media Library Director 
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by Shirley Lewis, Team Lead 

The next Spirit Night fund raiser will be Wednesday, April 18, between 

5 and 8 p.m.  Money raised will go toward Bethel Baptist Preschool.  

Please remember to mention Spirit Night when you place your order.  

Please also note:  If you use a gift card with your order, your order will 

not count toward Spirit Night.  Don’t forget to spin the wheel, you can 

win free food, drinks or other items. 

Join us at Chick-fil-A at Westchester Commons Shopping Center each 

Monday morning at 8 a.m.  We will enjoy breakfast and a devotional 

time together.  This is a wonderful time of fellowship.  For more      

information, please contact Bruce Bartlam at 804-739-2936. 



 

 

Dear Bethel Church Family, 

Thank you for the flowers, calls, cards and prayers.  It means so much 

to us.  Our church family is truly a blessing. 

Bob and Ellen Moseley 

Dear Bethel Friends,  

Thank you so much for the flowers, cards, calls and meals following  
my hip surgery.  It was very much appreciated.  We are so happy to 

associated with such a great group of Christians.  See you soon. 

Love, Mary and Rodney Smith 

Dear Bethel Baptist Church Family, 

I want to express my gratitude to all of you for your caring and        
kindnesses.  Thanks also for your calls, visits, food, cards and for the 

many prayers.  Thanks to the entire church for the beautiful flowers. 

Love to all of you and God bless, Florence McLeod 

To the Bethel Community: 

 Shannon and I continue to thank God for inviting us into  

Bethel Baptist Church and then for Bethel’s equipping us and sending 

us out on mission.  You folks continue to support us immeasurably more 

than all we ask or imagine.  Thank you so much for the generous    

donation to Above Division Mission last month.  We have published the 

below on Face Book, but I believe it is worth repeating in this note of 

thanks to you all.  In a way, it indicates the return there has been for 

your investment in our Kingdom Work.                                                                   

 I (Michael) will be completing my third unit of Clinical Pastoral 

Education in April and have accepted a full time Hospice Chaplain  

position at Rivercross Hospice in Tulsa Oklahoma.  The move to     

Oklahoma is  anticipated for late April or early May of this year.                                       

 Above Division Mission will continue to operate under the 

mission of caring for the suffering in crisis.  We now move into our third 

context which is to help people gain spiritual wholeness in the process 

of separation from physical life.                                                                           

 We have already conducted our mission in the jail  

(separation by incarceration) and in the hospital (separation by                     

physical malfunction) and in the latter have gained valuable experience 

in ministering to the dying and their families.                                                              

 We believe the stable full time position at Rivercross will  

provide us with the financial stability through a liminal period of                         

discernment and beyond, regarding the exact nature of how Above 

Division will function alongside of a stable and related ministry at   

Rivercross.                                                                                                         

 We thank all for their prayer and financial support over the 

years and hope you all will continue to be with and support us as our 

calling continues to morph and unfold. 

Love and Blessings, 

Michael and Shannon 

We need volunteers! VBS will be July 22-26 

from 6-8:30pm. Please contact Lauren Moore 

(laurenelmoore@gmail or (804-337-1497) to 

sign up.  We need as many volunteers as  

possible!  Please consider volunteering as   

this is always a super fun week and grows 

relationships within our church.  This week 

also allows us to love on and specifically  

minister to young children, maybe children who have never heard the 

gospel before!  A huge THANK YOU to those who have already      

volunteered.  A volunteer potluck lunch will be held following the   

service on April 8 for those that would like to help with VBS this 

year.  Mark your calendars and bring a dish to share.  Thank you! 
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CARITAS IS COMING!! 

Each year Bethel helps support CARITAS by providing                                          

food, shelter and fellowship to homeless women.  Please mark your 

calendars for the week of June 2 — 9.  Right now we are looking for 

coordinators in each of the areas below as well as people who are 

willing to help in these areas.    

Food Coordinator—this person secures a person to head up break-

fast, lunches, and dinners, this person does not have to prepare any of 

the meals. 

Food Volunteers—These are people that are willing to cook or     

provide a breakfast, lunch or dinner during CARITAS.  Someone may 

want to do all the breakfasts or all the lunches, or all the dinners. 

Laundry Coordinator:  Jeanne Yeager—Please contact Jeanne at 

804-356-0060 if you are willing to do laundry.   

Overnight Hosts — need a coordinator to line up volunteers to spend 

the night. 

General Information—Frances Morris 804-794-6130 

We are in need of the following items:   

BINGO PRIZES and personal item such as toothpaste, dental floss, 

hand sanitizer, shower caps, finger nail files, women’s deodorant and 

feminine products.  We have plenty of toothbrushes already.  Please 

bring items to the church and put them in the box marked CARITAS. 

We now meet each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. in the People of Hope    

Center.   



 

 

 

2     Sarah Riley                             

3     Bob Worthy                                    

5     Katy Bunting                               

5     Jack Surma                                           

6     Deborah Acree                   

7     Charles Stump                              

8     Nancy Verne                                    

10   Shawn Bowen                        

13   Beth Deyerle                                 

14   Philip Dewire              

15   Bruce Moseley                                       

16   Irving Jamerson         

16   Susanne Currie                     

16   Nancy Dewire                         

16   Brad Willis                                                   

17   Coleman Rogers                      

18   Anne Marie Justis                                

18    Lori Sherwood                                   

20    Mary Longnecker                             

20    Deborah Patteson     

20    Florence McLeod       

21    James Heath, Jr.                 

21    Aleta Jenkins                                        

22    Stephen Newman                                        

22    Carter Cosgrove                   

24    Shannon Jones                

24    Judy Moschler                       

25    Bernice Smith                          

26    Mary Lynn Smith              

27    Schuyler Doughtie                       

28    Lewis Newman                                

28    Bob Speas                           

30    Jana Bridgman 

Hello Spring!!!  April is always an exciting time for the preschool.  We 

have started our month off with the celebration of Easter and taken a 

week off for Spring Break.  When we get back on April 9th, the children 

will begin to learn about Spring and what it brings with it, such as the 

life cycles of animals, insects and plants.  Students will also learn ways 

to take care of their environment and celebrate Earth Day.  Our Pre-K 

class will be getting ready for Kindergarten registration which will be 

held at all Elementary Schools on Thursday, April 19th.  April is a very 

busy month for everyone here at the preschool! 

The preschool will be doing a lifecycle experiment with the children. 

The children will get to plant a small vegetable garden that is self-

contained in a clear box.  That way the children will be able to watch 

the growth process of carrots and green beans!  Maybe we can even 

encourage better eating habits when they see how their vegetables 

grow! 

Our monthly Chick-fil-A Spirit night will be held on Wednesday April 

18th from 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  We would love to see everyone there 

so please come and join us!  We appreciate all of the support you 

have given to the preschool.  

Just a reminder that the preschool is currently accepting registrations 

for our 2018/2019 school year and still have several spots available.  If 

you know anyone who is looking for a preschool, please send them 

our way.  We would love to have them! 

Thank you again to all who help support the Preschool and myself. 

You are the reason we are the program we are today!  

By Carter Cosgrove 

Preschool Director 

April 4—No Bible Study or Youth.  Choir will meet at 7:30 p.m.  

April 11—Join us at 6:30 p.m. as Gayle Taylor  teaches on “Dreams 

and Visions in the Bible.”  Dinner will be at 6 p.m.  Meal provided by 

Grace Zoll from Henry’s Market. Menu is meatloaf, mashed potatoes, 

green bean casserole and cornbread.  The cost is $7.00 each.  

April18—Spirit Night at Chick-fil-A.  Please support Chick-fil-A Night 

and eat there before class or get it to go and bring it to class with you. 

Gayle will continue her teaching on “Dreams and Visions in the Bible”. 

April 25—Join us for a Livestream from Dave Ramsey on “Smart    

Money” starting at 6:45.  We will eat while we watch.  This event will 

conclude at 9:30, but there is an intermission from 8 to 8:30.  Dinner will 

be at 6:30 p.m.  Meal provided by Grace Zoll at Henry’s Market.  Menu 

is Lasagna, salad and garlic bread.  Cost is $7.00 each for dinner.  
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The youth will be hosting a fundraiser 
lunch on April 22 following the worship 
service.  The proceeds will go toward 
decreasing the cost of Passport camp.  
We are attending Passport Missions 
camp in Danville from June 22-26.  
There is not a set price per plate, but 

rather we are asking for donations.  

The menu is chicken barbecue or pork     
barbecue, baked potato bar, salad and     
dessert. Please sign up on the round table in 
the People of Hope Center or RSVP to     
Lauren Moore (laurenelmoore@gmail.com or                  
804-337-1497) or the church office. We are 
looking forward to a fun afternoon and hope 

to see you there! 

Our next Brotherhood Breakfast will be on   

Sunday, April 29 at 8:45 a.m. in the People of 

Hope Center.  Our menu will be “Stancakes,” 

along with Bruce’s potato sausage casserole, 

Elaine’s apples and sausage and eggs.  Please 

join us at 7 a.m. if you would like to help      

prepare this wonderful breakfast.  

mailto:laurenelmoore@gmail.com


 

 

Missions News  
 by Frances Morris 
Mission Opportunities 
 
Adults on Mission will meet Monday, April 2 at 9:30 a.m. 
at Bethel.  All women are invited to attend.   
 

Children in Action –will meet on April 29 at Bethel during 
the Sunday School hour. 
 

CARITAS will be hosted at Bethel June 2-9.  There is a 
need for many volunteers during the week.If you are able to 
help, please contact Frances Morris at 794-6130 
 

Mom and Me mission retreat will be held at Eagle Eyrie 
April 27-28 and 28-29.  The event is  an opportunity for 
grade school girls and Moms to focus on their personal 
"God Story".  The over-night event will include Bible Study, 
crafts, games, music, meeting missionaries and hearing 
missionary stories.  
 

Kroger:  Please register your Kroger card so Bethel can 
continue to receive reward points toward Missions.  Go to 
www.Kroger.com and sign in.  Then click on "Community" 
on tab bar and click on "community Rewards."  The church 
member number is 83564.  You will still get your points 
toward gas, Bethel will just get credit for any amounts you 
spend at Kroger.   
 

Bethel Preschooler Cards:  If you have signed up to send 
a card to a preschooler, please be sure to remember his/her 
birthday and any upcoming holidays. 

    Mission/Ministry 

• Music Ministry/Choir (See 

Gayle Taylor)  

• Adults on Mission (Meets 

the first Monday of each 

month at 10 a.m.) 

• Charlotte’s Pantry (See 

Brenda Peck) 

• Backpack Ministry (See 

Vera Caniglia) 

• Sunday Morning     

Nursery Ministry (See 

Errin Hasty)  

• Friends of the Homeless 

(5th Mondays at 8:30 a.m.  

(See Gayle Rogers)  

• AA Meeting every Thurs-

day at 5:30 p.m. 

• Puppet Team (See    

Andrea Hale) 

• Library Volunteers Need-

ed (See Barbara Bell) 

• Care Team Ministry (See 

Shirley Lewis) 

Fellowship/Discipleship 

• Men’s Fellowship Lunch 1st 

Thursday of each month at 

noon (See Bruce Lewis) 

• Women’s Fellowship Lunch 1st 

Thursday of each month at 

noon (See Margaret Gillis) 

• Youth Group Meetings every 

Wednesday night at 6:30 p.m. 

(See Lauren Moore) 

• Bible/Discipleship Study           

Wednesday evenings at 6:30 

p.m. (See Pat or Bruce 

Bartlam) 

• Sunday School Classes 9:30 

a.m. each Sunday 

• Zumba every Thursday even-

ing at 7 p.m. (See Megan Luck) 

• Brotherhood Breakfast (every 

5th Sunday) 

• JIGSAW children’s ministry, 

every Sunday (See Tina 

McNeel) 

• Children in Action meet every 

5th Sunday, during the Sunday 

School hour. (See Frances 

Morris) 
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Join us for an energized evening of 

praise music and fellowship! 

WHAT IT IS:  Bethel Baptist and   

other area church singers, and      

instrumentalists will perform          

contemporary Christian music that 

praises our Lord! 

WHEN IT IS:  Friday, April 20, 7 

p.m. to 9 p.m. 

WHERE IT IS:  Bethel Baptist Church (People of Hope  

Center) 

HOW IT IS:  To participate in this event or for more         

information, contact Gayle Taylor at                                                 

revgayletaylor18@yahoo.com 

NOTE:  If you just want to listen to great music, come in 

grab a coffee and snack, and sit back to enjoy the fun and 

fellowship.   

Join financial experts Chris Hogan 

and Dave Ramsey at the Smart  

Money LIVESTREAM right here at 

Bethel on Wednesday, April 25.  We 

will have dinner at 6:30 p.m. and the 

livestream will start at 6:45.  We will 

eat while we watch the Livestream.  

Please note:  This event will conclude at 9:45 but there 

is an intermission from 8 to 8:30.  Learn the plan that 

has helped millions of people around the world get out 

of debt and create a clear vision for their family's       

financial future.  It's time to live more and worry less! 

Dinner menu is on page 5 under Wed. Night Activities. 

http://bbc1817.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=24adf057605a86e21a1434386&id=d07875dae2&e=0acac2e3d0
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WORSHIP TIMES  

9:30  Sunday School  |  10:30 Worship  

For more information, please call 

Carter Cosgrove at 804-794-8590 or 

go to our website at 

www.bethelchurchmidlothianva.org 

and click on preschool. 


