
 

 

       Have you ever noticed the communion table in the People of 
Hope Center?  If not, please take note of it the next time you visit 
Bethel.  Did you know it was handmade by four people connected 
to Bethel?  The story behind the communion table is that at one 
time we worshipped in both the Historic Sanctuary and the People 
of Hope Center so we had to carry the communion table back and 
forth between the two buildings.  So it was decided to make                  
another communion table.  Anytime the church needs something 
made out of wood the person that is usually called is Jerry Jenkins.  
Jerry learned his wood crafting skills when he was a teenager in 
Ridgeway, Virginia working in a cabinet shop.  The story behind 
how Jerry got that job is delightful.  Jerry was in the 7th grade and 
his class was going on a field trip to Washington DC.  The cost of 
the trip was $16.50.  Jerry’s family couldn’t afford the $16.50 so his 
7th grade teacher made him a deal.  If Jerry agreed to work in her 
husband’s cabinet shop for four Saturdays they would pay for the 
field trip.  Jerry agreed and not only did he get to go on that field 
trip, but Jerry continued working at the shop all through high school 
and college!  That job helped put Jerry through school.  Jerry has 
put those woodworking skills to good use over the years building 
furniture for his home and our church.  So it was natural that we 
called upon him to build the communion table.  To help with the 
table Jerry called upon another master craftsman, Wray Brown.  
The wood for the table was donated by Jason Moore, who has his 
own portable sawmill.  As construction progressed it came time to 
do the lettering on the apron of the table, “In Remembrance of Me.”  
This is intricate work.  Thought was given to stencil the letters and 
hand carve them with a chisel, but they knew this would be difficult 
to produce a nice, even result.  Then they remembered that                    
Barbara Bell, another Bethel member, has a son named Michael 
who owns a CNC machine. CNC stands for Computer Numerically 
Controlled and his CNC machine will cut the letters of any font and 
size with delicate precision.  Michael gladly helped with the project.  
With the lettering complete, the apron was glued on to the table, 
then it was taken to Wray’s shop for finishing.  
       The story of our communion table reminds me of the story of 
the construction of the Sanctuary found in Exodus 36:1-2.  “The 
Lord has gifted Bezalel, Oholiab, and the other skilled craftsmen 
with wisdom and ability to perform any task involved in building the 
sanctuary.   
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Let them construct and furnish the Tabernacle, just as the Lord has 
commanded.” 2 So Moses summoned Bezalel and Oholiab and all 
the others who were   
specially gifted by the 
Lord and were eager to 
get to work.”  In the same 
way, the Lord has gifted 
Jerry, Wray, Jason and 
Michael with some very 
special construction skills 
and they were “eager to 
get to work” on the     
communion table and the  
table means something  
to these craftsman.  Jerry told me, “It gives me great satisfaction to 
make something for the glory of God.  Using the talents the Lord 
gave me to honor Him is my way of  service.”  Wray echoed Jerry’s 
comments and added that, “Its refreshing to work with people who 
have high standards and values.”  Jason has a unique take about 
the table.  He says, “The oak wood could have been used as    
firewood or even rotted away, but with some work and in the right 
hands it has become a beautiful piece that celebrates Jesus.  
That’s kind of like us.  Sometimes we stop pursuing God and our 
soul begins to rot, but with work, pursuing Him, praying, reading 
the bible, we are shaped by his hands into something beautiful that 
honors him.” 
       I tell this story for a couple of reasons.  First, let us recognize 
and thank Jerry, Wray, Jason and Michael for their time and effort.  
They have constructed a beautiful table for us to gather around to 
share communion with Christ.  Second, let us thank the Lord for 
the skills that he gave these gentlemen.  All credit and glory go to 
the Lord.  Third, notice in the Exodus scripture that it says “they 
were eager to go to work.”  My question for us to consider is what 
skills has God gifted you and where are you eager to work in His 
Kingdom?  I believe God has given each one of us a unique set of 
skills that can and should be used to bless others and further the 
work of Christ’s Kingdom.  As we use our God given talents let us 
remember that all we do should be done, “In Remembrance of 
Him.”  The Apostle Paul said it best in Colossians 3:23, “Whatever  

Jason Moore, Wray Brown and Jerry Jenkins 
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Todd’s article continued from page 1 

you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord.”  Dear 
Lord, please help each one of us to eagerly use the skills you’ve 
given us to advance your Kingdom and bless others.  We thank you 
Lord for the wood working skills that you’ve given to Jerry, Wray, 
Jason and Michael.  Please bless them and their families.  Please 
bless each one of us who call Bethel Baptist Church home.  We 
love you Lord, help us to love each other and our world.  In Christ 

name we pray, AMEN! 

Todd 

A Note From Your Associate 

Pastor and Music Minister by 

Gayle Taylor  

“When Love Hurts: High School/College Dating and Abusive                 

Relationships” 

Dating should be a time of fun… a time to go to the movies… a time to 

hang out with other friends… a time to attend a concert… and a time to 

navigate the complexity of relationship building. Unfortunately, dating can 

sometimes lead to a time of crisis, a crisis in which young women (and 

men) are pulled into a scenario where love becomes hurtful and abusive.  

In this same scenario, the parents of these young people begin the painful 

cycle of suspicion, discovery, panic, ultimatums, and helplessness. The 

statistics are staggering for both high school and college students: 

High School 

•One in three adolescents in the U.S. is a victim of physical, sexual,    
emotional or verbal abuse from a dating partner, a figure that far exceeds 

rates of other types of youth violence. 

•One in 10 high school students has been purposefully hit, slapped or 

physically hurt by a boyfriend or girlfriend. 

•Girls and young women between the ages of 16 and 24 experience the 
highest rate of intimate partner violence — almost triple the national    

average. 

•Among female victims of intimate partner violence, 94% of those age     
16-19 and 70% of those age 20-24 were victimized by a current or former 

boyfriend or girlfriend. 

College 

• Nearly half (43%) of dating college women report experiencing violent 

and abusive dating behaviors. 

• College students are not equipped to deal with dating abuse – 57% 

say it is difficult to identify and 58% say they don’t know how to help 

someone who’s experiencing it. 

• One in three (36%) dating college students has given a dating partner 

their computer, online access, email or social network passwords and 
these students are more likely to experience digital dating abuse. 

(Source: loveisrespect.org) 

 How do you recognize an abusive relationship in a teen’s                         

relationship? 

 What can you do when an abusive relationship in a teen’s 

relationship is confirmed? 

 How can a teen recover from and avoid a further abusive 

relationship? 

You can learn answers to these questions and more at a seminar entitled 

“When It Hits Home” on March 31, at 6:30 p.m. The guest speaker is  

Lindsay Cassaday, Coordinator for the Chesterfield Domestic and Sexual 

Violence Resource Center. Please meet in the parlor. Light refreshments 

will be provided. 

March Calendar 
 
  4:   No Connect (business meeting) 
11:  Connect, 6:30-8 pm. Dinner provided.  
18:  No Connect 
19:  Grace Fellowship (serve homeless at First Baptist Richmond).  
21:  Hope Supper Table (HST) 2:45-4 pm.  
25:  Connect, 6:30-8 pm. Dinner provided.  
 
27-29: Missions Madness. No Sunday school for those not attending 
Missions Madness.  
 
Save the date: May 15-17. Camp Willow Run clean up weekend. 
This is a cost free weekend away at Camp Crossroads with Cheryl 
Grubbs to help with beautification efforts at Camp Crossroads. 
Meals and lodging included. More details to come. 

by Lauren Moore 
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The Tuesday Small Group led by Pat 
Bartlam will begin on Tuesday, April 
14th and continue each Tuesday for 
six weeks.  This study is entitled 
"Heaven Can't Wait—Living the  Good 
Life Now” by Dr. Robert Jeffress and is 
based on the book of Colossians.  If 
you want to experience the "good life" 
now while waiting for Heaven, this 
study is for you.  We will talk about:  
What do you think about most often? 
What are you seeking most earnestly? 
and What do you love most dearly?  
The group will meet each Tuesday 
morning at 11 a.m. in the Salt and 
Light classroom, right off the parlor.  

We would love to have you join us for study and fellowship. 



 

 

March 3—Ministry & Mission Celebration Mtg & Dinner—6:30 p.m. 

March 11—Sacred Circle—6:30 p.m. 

March 18—Sacred Circle—6:30 p.m.  

March 25—Sacred Circle—6:30 p.m. 

Join us at Chick-fil-A at Westchester Commons Shopping Center 

each Monday morning at 8 a.m. We will enjoy breakfast and a                   

devotional time together.  For more information, please contact 

Bruce Bartlam at 804-739-2936.   

When some people hear the word “worship,” they think of church                  
buildings, or hymns, or special rituals. To some people, worship sounds 
pretty boring. But that’s not at all how God talks about worship! In the   
pages of Scripture, we discover that worship is so much bigger than what 
happens at church — and it’s definitely not boring. Worship is a party! And 
it’s a party we’re all invited to attend. So come celebrate with us as we 

explore awesome ways to celebrate God! 

Faith Community Nurse 
 

John 1:5  
Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing 
for the brothers and  sisters, even though they are 
strangers to you. 
 

Thank you for all the Blessing Box donations! 
March suggestions are for nonperishable food and staple items: 
 

tuna packs, pop top wieners, pop top soups, pop top spaghettio’s 
fruit cups, pudding cups, breakfast bars 
single size chips, small packs of crackers 
single serve cheese & crackers 
cans of corned beef hash, potted meat 
hot chocolate. macaroni and cheese, peanut butter 
ziplock bags, paper plates, plastic utensils, styrofoam cups 
hand sanitizer 
 

Donations for blankets are still needed for Blessed  Warriors RVA. 
 

The collection box is in the back of the People of Hope and there is 
another in the Faith Community Nurse office.  Thank you for all of 
your support! 
 

Blessings, Cindy Luck, RN FCN 
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Breakfast is at 8:45 a.m. in the People of Hope Center.  Join us at 7 

a.m. if you would like to help prepare this meal.  Our menu will be 

“Stancakes,” along with Bruce’s potato sausage casserole, Elaine’s 

apples and sausage and eggs.  A basket will be available to place 

donations in toward the meal.   

Did you ever wonder why or how our Christian tradition of Communion 
started?  First Corinthians 11:26 says, “For as often as you eat this bread 
and drink the cup, you proclaim the death of the Lord until he comes.” 
Why is it so important to “eat this bread” and “drink from the cup”? As 
Christians, our roots are undeniably Jewish.  Our faith is steeped with 
Jewish traditions.  As the years have                            
progressed the significance and meanings of 
these traditions have dulled for many.  One of 
these traditions is Passover, or Pesach in the 
Hebrew.   
 

David Liebman with Jews for Jesus will join us again on April 2, at 6:30 
p.m. to guide us through the Passover Seder experience.  In Aramaic, 
seder means “order”, while in Hebrew it means “prayer book”.  Step by 
step we will learn about the Haggadah, matzah and the kiddush.  David 
will also share with us why the Passover was commanded in the Old 
Testament; why it was observed by Jesus and his disciples and why it is 
important to observe today. 

The next book club meeting is May 3 after church 

and the group will discuss Where the Crawdads 

Sing by Delia Owens.  Please meet in Gayle  

Taylor’s office and bring a bag lunch. Drinks and 

dessert will be provided. If you need a copy of the 

book, please contact Gayle Taylor. 



 

 

       Already we are seeing the beginnings of a new season, spring is 
just around the corner and with it comes the beautiful spring bulbs 
showing off their pretty little flowers, the trees will be in full bloom and 
the grass will be turning green again.  All the signs of a season of the 
year that makes us happy.  This is true within ourselves as we turn our 
thoughts to the warmer weather and all the things that we plan to do in 
our gardens and sprucing up around our homes.  In life it's much the 
same, sometimes we need a fresh new look into ourselves and freshen 
up our prayer lives, and our commitments to the organizations that we 
have in church and our community and make ourselves get busy and 
do something a little extra in life. 
       We have been faithful in taking meals to ones who needed them in 
the past couple of months, we have remembered our special ones with 
a small gift and card for Valentine's day and have supported those who 
have had loss in their family during this past month.  It never gets old to 
help one another and bless one another with love and support and 
prayer.  
       We have surely been blessed to have many new members to join 
us at Bethel and in time to come there might be a way that some of 
them will find that they would like to help in our little ministry.                          
Remember it's springtime now and the Lord has blessed us to enjoy 
another one. Let us now prepare ourselves for the Easter season that 
will be upon us soon. 
God bless us all as we reach out in faith to do his will. 
 
Shirley Lewis/Team Lead 
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Dear Bethel Family, 
Words cannot express enough our gratitude to all of you for your visits, 
flowers, cards, calls and help during the difficult time we had over the 
loss of our beloved brother, Steve.  We could feel your love and                       
prayers lifting us up and we are so thankful to be a part of Bethel’s   
family.   
 
Fondly, Scott, Kim and Olivia Meyerhoffer 

Dear Bethel Family, 
Thank you so much for your prayers, beautiful cards, calls, visits, 
goodies and the beautiful basket of violets I received after my surgery.  
Recovery is slow, however, all your acts of kindness and love have 
made my recovery better.  Your thoughtfulness and kindness touched 
my heart and will always be remembered.  I am so thankful to be a 
part of such a caring and loving church family.   
 
Love, Pat Reynolds 

The library is humming along nicely.  We have been through the                   

subjects of winter, Valentine’s Day, Ground Hog Day and many other 

things the children have enjoyed reading about.  Books have no end to 

what we can learn.  We do have something new in the library and it’s 

not a book.  It is a verse of scripture from Psalms.  This verse is very 

special to me.  It has been placed on the library wall.  We had a very 

wonderful secretary at Bethel years ago, her name was Peggy Salle’.  

This verse is dedicated to her.  I would come in on Wednesdays                     

grumbling.  I do that very well.  Peggy would quote this verse to me.  I 

really miss my friend.  I would like to thank Cindy and Doug Wight for 

putting the scripture on the wall.  I hope you will take time to come by 

and see this special verse.  The library will be open on March 8th right 

after church.  Come find a good book to read and learn about the Bethel 

library.   
 

Barbara Bell, Media Director 

Dear Bethel Church Family, 
Thank you for all of your help with my book drive. The soldiers seemed 
really excited to see boxes full of books they picked out. None of this 
could have been possible without your efforts! Part of my job as a  
leader is to take care of my soldiers, both on and off the field. These 
books will not only brighten their day today but also encourage them  
to further their education and lets them know there are people back 
home who truly care. 
Thank you for helping me give back to my soldiers. 
 
Love, Meredith Taylor Hodges 

Dear Bethel Church Family, 
Thanks for all the prayers, cards and flowers during my son John's 
recent illness and passing.  Thanks to all who helped make his                    
memorial service a wonderful tribute to his life. 
 
Joyce Hall 

Join us on March 14, at 10 a.m. for a 
painting class that celebrates Easter by 
painting a cute Easter craft.  Bring a      
favorite Scripture to the class.  All                          
materials will be provided. 
Please RSVP to the church office (804) 
794-8590 by March 5 so that we can 
order a sufficient number of materials. 
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Fellowship/Discipleship 

• Men’s Fellowship Lunch 1st 

Thursday of each month at 

noon (See Bruce Lewis) 

• Women’s Fellowship Lunch 1st 

Thursday of each month at 

noon (See Margaret Gillis) 

• Youth Group Meetings every 

Wednesday night at 6:30 p.m. 

(See Lauren Moore) 

• Bible/Discipleship Study           

Wednesday evenings at 6:30 

p.m. (See Gordon and Shirley 

Rutland) 

• Sunday School Classes 9:30 

a.m. each Sunday 

• Zumba Thursday evenings at 7 

p.m. (See Megan Luck) 

• Brotherhood Breakfast (every 

5th Sunday) 

• JIGSAW children’s ministry, 

every Sunday (See Tina 

McNeel) 

• Children in Action meet every 

5th Sunday, during the Sunday 

School hour. (See Frances 

Morris) 

    Mission/Ministry 

• Music Ministry/Choir (See 

Gayle Taylor)  

• Adults on Mission (Meets 

the first Monday of each 

month at 10 a.m.) 

• Charlotte’s Pantry (See 

Brenda Peck) 

• Backpack Ministry (See 

Vera Caniglia) 

• Sunday Morning Nursery 

Ministry (See Lauren 

Moore)  

• Friends of the Homeless 

(5th Mondays at 8:30 a.m.  

(See Gayle Rogers)  

• AA Meeting every          

Thursday at 5:30 p.m. 

• Puppet Team (See                

Andrea Hale) 

• Media Center (See                       

Barbara Bell) 

• Care Team Ministry (See 

Shirley Lewis) 

The Ladies Fellowship Lunch will meet March 5, at 

noon at Red Lobster.  If you plan to attend please 

call or text Margaret Gillis at 804-305-6931 so she 

can make the appropriate number of reservations. 

The Men’s Fellowship lunch will meet on Thursday, 

March 5, at noon at Henry’s Market in Powhatan.  All 

men are invited.  Everyone is responsible for the cost 

of their own meal. 

Cindy Luck will be available in the Parish Nurse                                

office on Sunday, March 15, from 9 to 10:15 a.m.  Stop by and Cindy 

will be happy to answer your health questions or check your blood  

pressure. 

 

Upcoming pantry schedule:   

March 11, 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

March 27, 9 to 11 a.m. 

April 8, 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

April 24, 9 to 11 a.m. 
                                                            

If you would like to help on any of these dates,                                                

please contact Brenda Peck.  

The Chick-fil-A fundraiser this month will be on Wednesday, March 18, 

from 5 to 8 p.m. Proceeds go to the Preschool throughout the school 

year. Dine-in or grab dinner to go, but please remember to mention 

Spirit Night when you place your order. Don’t forget to take time to 

come by and spin the wheel. You can win free food, drinks and other 

items. Hope to see everyone there 

1     Abbey Brooks                                      

1     Ed Wooldridge                                           

2     Judy Barker                                                

3     Amy Beltz                                                      

3     Nancy Humphreys                                       

3     Cheyenne Nelson                                       

3     Kaitlin Powell                                              

3     Wendy Palmore                                 

4     Conner Brock                               

4     Layne Puryear                                  

6     Pat Beltz                                          

6     Kari Liverman                                            

6     Christine Cullen                                             

6     Jeanne Yeager                                

7     Jean Redmond                                 

8     Donna Brooks                                         

9     Debbie Weir                                   

10   Coleman Goodman                                       

10   Faith Ann McNeel                                           

10   Jennie Sadler                                                  

11   Gayle Taylor                                      

14   Howard Humphreys                                    

14   Mark Justis                                                      

14   Debbie Salyer                                                   

14   Scott Tooley                                                

15   Wally Cordle                                                                

17   Wendy Theriot                                                  

17    David Wilson                                

18    Jim Bradley                                              

18    Shannon Gerace                                              

18    Laura Hughes                                           

18    Karen Powell                                                

20    Robert Brooks                                  

20    Kimberly Cody                              

20    Pat Bartlam                                                       

20    Colin Patteson                                                 

21    Cindy Wight                                   

22    Steve Dragnich                                               

22    Margaret Watkins                      

24    Doug Acree                                     

24    Joe Atkinson                             

26    Barbara Hale                                                       

27    Brayden Rider                                                  

28    Andrea Hale                                   

28    Connor Smith                            

29    Carrie Persichini                                                

29    Bobby Moseley                             

29    Debbie Passmore                              

29    Kenny Passmore                                                   

30    William Redmond 
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Missions News    

by Frances Morris 

Women’s Missionary Union Meeting—WMU will meet on Monday, 

March 2, at 10 a.m. at Bethel.   

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering will be collected during the month 
of March.  The week of prayer for the North American Missions is     

March 1-8. 

Bethel Preschooler Cards:  If you have signed up to send a card to a 
preschooler, please be sure to remember his/her birthday and any 

upcoming holidays. 

Kroger:  Please register your Kroger card so Bethel can continue to 

receive reward points toward Missions.  Go to www.Kroger.com and 

sign in.  Then click on "Community" on tab bar and click on "community 

Rewards."  The church member number is QW701.  (Note: this is a 

new number)  You will still get your points toward gas, Bethel will just 

get credit for any amounts you spend at Kroger. 

       March is roaring in like a lion and with it the crazy weather! Our 

Bethel Preschool children are having trouble deciding how to dress for 

school because one day it is warm and the next day it is cold. We are 

hoping the Leprechauns will bring Spring to us soon! 

       Open registration began February 1st for the 2020/2021 school 

year for our church families and students of the preschool.                              

Registration became open to the public on February 14th. We are 

steadily receiving registrations making our new school year look very 

strong. If you know of anyone who is looking for a preschool, please 

be sure to mention us. Spots are filling up fast! 

       The preschool always likes to honor our parents so we will be 

having a special night planned for our Dads’ and Dad – like figures. 

Our annual Dads’ night will be held on Thursday, March 5th from 7 

p.m. – 8 p.m. Each class will be doing a special presentation for the 

men along with a craft. Refreshments will follow in the Parlor. 

       Just a reminder that the Preschool will be having their monthly 

fundraiser at Chick-fil-A on Wednesday March 18th from 5 p.m. – 8 

p.m. Please come out for good food and fun while supporting the  

Preschool. Don’t forget to mention “Spirit Night”! 

       To help our rising kindergartners get acclimated to a huge change 

in their lives, the preschool has scheduled a special field trip to Flat 

Rock Elementary School on Wednesday, March 18th via a Powhatan 

County School bus. This exciting trip will be to tour the school and 

experience a real Kindergarten classroom. 

       Another fun event scheduled for March is our annual spring   

pictures. Michelle Proctor from Michelle Proctor Photography will be 

taking spring pictures with our preschoolers on Thursday, March 19th. 

The kids get so excited to get all dressed up and smile for the camera! 

       As always, my staff and I would like to thank you again for all the 

support you give to the Preschool. You are the reason we are the 

program we are today! 

 

By Carter Cosgrove 

Preschool Director 

Climb aboard for mountains of                
fun at Rocky Railway! On this        
faith-filled adventure, kids                         
discover that trusting Jesus                    
pulls them through life’s ups and 
downs. More details to coming    
soon. 

Completed applications for financial aid from the                                             
Bethel Baptist Church Scholarship Fund are due                                                      
by Sunday, May 17, 2020. Applications are available from the church 
office and the round table at the front entrance to the People of Hope 
Center. Completed applications can be submitted to Faye Cohen or 
Linda Gardner. For additional information, please contact Faye Cohen 

at 804-317-0352. 

Meet Cody Loving! Cody has been                                          
homeschooled ever since he was in fourth 
grade and is now a sophomore at age fifteen. 
Before he was homeschooled he attended 
Montessori.  He strives to attend college and 
become an engineer.  He did gymnastics for 
eleven years and was the state champion, 
regional champion on several events, and a 
national qualifier on the regional team.  Since 
he has moved on from his gymnastics                    
career, he continues to stay active by                              
participating in rock climbing and playing airsoft.  He studies classical 
guitar too.  He loves preparing the church for events that are hosted  
at the church such as Brotherhood Breakfast or VBS.  When he is 
hanging out with the youth group, he finds pleasure in gathering    
together to glorify God’s name in whatever activity the group decides 
to do. Make sure you take a second to say “hello” to Cody!  

Exciting Easter music is available for willing 

singers! If you would like to sing during the 

Easter season, please join us for choir                    

practice on Wednesday nights at 7:30 p.m. 

See Gayle Taylor for more information. 

http://bbc1817.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=24adf057605a86e21a1434386&id=d07875dae2&e=0acac2e3d0
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WORSHIP TIMES  

9:30  Sunday School  |  10:30 Worship  

No tickets needed.  A love offering will be received 


