
       Early on in Scripture we get a hint of what God’s design for 

creation is: It’s all about relationships. Genesis 2:18 tells us that 

God made Eve for Adam because, The Lord God said, “It is not 

good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.”  

Christ himself sums up the entire meaning of the Old Testament 

with the implores to “Love God and love your neighbor as yourself.”  

The bottom line is:  We need one another. The truth of this          

statement is made crystal clear when we lose someone we love.  

Martha and Leonard Vaughan know all too well about loss.  

       Martha and Leonard are long time members of Bethel and 

before they married each other, they were both married, and both 

of their spouses passed away. Martha was married to a gentleman 

named Robert for 31 years. One of the worst days of Martha’s life 

happened on December 27th, 1990. She was 48 years old, she was 

at work and Robert was at home working in their back yard. Robert 

was supposed to meet their son later in the day, but Robert never 

showed up. So their son became concerned and called  Martha.  

Martha called their next door neighbor and they went and checked 

on him and found Robert lying in the backyard. He died of a     

massive heart attack. Without warning and without being able to 

say goodbye, Martha was alone.   

       Leonard’s first wife was, believe it or not, also named Martha.  

They were married for 34 years before she passed away from a 

horrible disease called Primary Pulmonary Hypertension. She was 

60 years old when she passed. When she was first diagnosed, the 

doctors told her she had 2 to 5 years to live, she lived just a year 

and a half. Leonard said when he first learned of his wife’s disease 

he became angry. He was angry at the situation and angry at the 

Lord for what his wife was going through. They were nearing                    

retirement and all of their hopes and dreams for retirement began 

to die. They wanted to travel but found that it became too          

cumbersome because of the amount of oxygen they’d have to             

take with them. Over the next year and a half, life was a series of 

losses and setbacks until finally Martha passed away. Leonard was 

now alone.  

       Martha and Leonard’s experience with loneliness was different 

for each of them. Leonard continued  
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to be angry with the Lord. I asked 

him how he got through that and 

he said, “I went through a time 

that I was searching for a lot of  

different things.  Ultimately it was 

being with family and friends that 

helped me the most.” There it is 

again, the importance of relationships.   

       Martha told me that one of the most difficult things she   

experienced with her loneliness was going to church by herself. All 

of a sudden it wasn’t “Martha and Robert,” it was just “Martha.” 

One might think that the church would have been the best place for 

her to go, but Martha noticed that people didn’t approach her;   

perhaps they didn’t know what to say. So she sat alone and she 

felt alone. She visited several churches and she said that, “You 

don’t know anyone and you’re really hoping someone would come 

over and welcome you, or offer to sit by you, but it didn’t happen.”    

Martha tried two or three churches and she always felt alone.  

Somehow she made her own way and got to know people because 

she made the effort. It shouldn’t be that way.    

       What can we take away from Martha and Leonard’s story?  

Their story shows us that loss comes to us in a variety of ways.  

For Martha, loss hit her unexpectedly, like a kick to the stomach.  

For Leonard, there was a series of smaller losses that led to the 

enormous loss of his wife. In the end, 

both of them found themselves alone.  

Here’s where the church can help. If 

God’s design for us is relationships, 

then let’s go out of our way to reach 

out to those who may be alone in our 

church, in our work places, and  

neighborhoods. Martha searched for a 

church that would reach out to her and 

she wanted someone to take the   

initiative.   Throughout scripture we 

see that God is a seeking God. God 

makes an effort and God takes initiative.   
Continued next page 



 

 

A Note From Your                  

Associate Pastor and  

Music Minister:                                                                        

by Gayle Taylor  

Let’s get out of our comfort zones, let’s take the initiative to build,    

nurture and invest in relationships. Let’s offer others the gift of a caring 

heart and a listening ear. I believe listening is one of highest forms of 

loving.      

       Second, when we face loss, let’s try to live patiently, prayerfully 

and in hopeful expectation that God is a good God and God can birth 

new relationships in our lives. Martha spent almost 10 years as a single 

person before she met Leonard. During that time Martha made                        

numerous friends. I asked Martha what she learned from this                                 

experience and she said, “God has to get you where he wants you. I 

had to depend on the Lord. It was up to the Lord if He was going to 

send someone to me. He eventually sent me Leonard but along the 

way he sent me some wonderful ladies who were going through the 

same thing I was going through and we’d go out to together and go on 

trips together. The Lord puts people in your path that you wouldn’t have 

known otherwise.”  

       The Lord did eventually bring Martha and Leonard together. You 

may be curious as to how that happened. Leonard’s first wife worked 

with a lady named Bessie. Bessie also knew Martha and knew of her 

loss. One Palm Sunday in April, Bessie called Martha and asked her if 

it would be all right if she gave Martha’s number to Leonard. Martha 

said that was fine. Martha learned that Leonard was a patient man. He 

took his sweet time calling as he waited until November to call! Once he 

called they arranged a date. On one of their early dates Leonard 

walked Martha to the door and he said, “I have to kiss you.” Martha 

said, “ You have to kiss me?” He said, “Well, I want to kiss you.”  

Martha’s reply was priceless. She said, “That’s fine but understand that 

I haven’t kissed anyone in 9 years!”  To which Leonard said, “I thought 

you dated?”  Martha said, “I did, but I didn’t want to kiss any of them!”  

There was now laughter and companionship in their lives. Martha and 

Leonard waited patiently and lived hopefully and God blessed them 

with each other. Thanks be to God. God is good. All the time God is 

good. May God bless Martha and Leonard Vaughan and may God 

continue to bless Bethel Church. I write this with love and blessings for 

each of you. Thank you for reading and thank you for allowing me the 

blessing of being your pastor. 

 

Todd 
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OCTOBER IS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH 
 

Relationships are complicated. Conflict in our relationships 

with each other often directs us to call on our Lord. Recently, I                            

participated in a specially called prayer session with a business owner 

to pray for a relational issue with another employee. As Christians, 

when we face conflicts, we know the peace of laying those problems at 

our Lord’s feet. We serve a loving God who wants the best for us in all 

of our relationships. Unfortunately, many people in our communities 

suffer trauma from within the family and intimate relationships.   

Domestic violence is a serious issue in Chesterfield County. 

According to the Chesterfield Domestic and Sexual Resource Center 

domestic violence “is a pattern of abusive behaviors, used by one             

individual intended to exert power and control over another individual, in 

the context of an intimate relationship.” Control over another occurs 

through the following ways: threats, physical force, money, children, and 

isolation. Relationships where this type of control happens represent a 

distortion of what God intends, but how can we help those whom we 

suspect are in this situation? According to the Resource Center, here 

are appropriate ways to respond to suspected victims: 

•Acknowledge their situation by being supportive and                         

 listening, refrain from giving advice. 

•Encourage them to participate in activities outside of the  

 relationship. 

•Encourage them to speak with a Domestic Violence                           

 Resource Center employee. View a list of Chesterfield              

 County Resources and more additional resources. 

•Express your concern for their safety and well-being. 

•Help them develop a safety plan (see the Resource Center’s  

 PDF). 

•Remember you cannot “rescue” them. 

•Respect their decisions, even if you disagree with them. 

•Withhold judgment and pressure. 
 

Another way that you can help is by donating used smartphones to The 

Chesterfield Domestic Violence Task Force. All Chesterfield County 

libraries as well as the Chesterfield County Government Complex have 

collection bins for the smartphones. These smartphones enable victims 

to place 911 calls in emergency situations. 

              This October, in honor of Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month, the Chesterfield Domestic Violence Task Force will be promoting 

“Partners in Purple” a simple inter-faith initiative, to raise awareness 

of domestic violence. Just go to the CDVTF Facebook page to discover 

ways to participate.  
 

              If you would like to find out more about how to help raise 

awareness of domestic violence in Chesterfield County, please contact 

The Chesterfield County Domestic Violence Task Force at 

cdvtf@chesterfield.gov. 

Continued from page 1 

Mark your calendar and plan on joining us on   

Sunday, December 15, for our Christmas Cantata.  

We are already rehearsing and it’s going to be a 

wonderful time of celebrating Christ’s birth.  Join  

us as we enjoy “The Glory of Christmas.” 

mailto:cdvtf@chesterfield.gov


 

 

by Lauren Moore 

Trunk or Treat will be here in a few short weeks! We always have a 

fantastic turn out for this event and we need lots of help! Please 

consider volunteering. More information about Trunk or Treat is 

below.   
 

Bethel Baptist is now hosting The Hope Supper Table! The Hope 

Supper Table will continue to be the third Saturday of each month 

(except Jan. and Feb.) but will now be located at church! We are 

super excited about this opportunity and look forward to our growing 

relationship with the Supper Table. Come join us in serving our  

community Oct. 19 from 2:45-4pm.  
 

RETREAT INFO: Please turn in your paperwork and payment for 

Camp Willow Run. As a reminder, payment is due immediately. You 

can pay the deposit now ($45) and the balance prior to the retreat or 

pay in full now ($75). Checks can be made to Bethel with CWR Nov 

8-10 in the memo line. 
 

 October: 

  2: Connect, 6:30-8 p.m. Dinner provided.  

  9: Connect, 6:30-8 p.m. Meet in the food pantry. Dinner provided.  

16: Connect, 6:30-8 p.m. Chick-fil-a for dinner then back to church.  

       Van leaves at 6:30.  

19: Hope Supper Table, 2:45-4 pm. NOW @ BETHEL BAPTIST.  

23: Connect, 6:30-8 p.m. Dinner provided.   

25: Trunk or Treat, 6-8 p.m. Volunteer to run a station or spook   

      some kids   

30: End of month activity. TBA.  
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This month in Jigsaw, we will begin a series on Moses and the Exodus, 
called “The Great Escape.”  Come join us as we learn about Moses and 
how God used him to free the Israelites.  

October 2—Sacred Circle Bible Study—6:30 p.m. 

October 9—Sacred Circle Bible Study—6:30 p.m. 

October 16—Sacred Circle Bible Study—6:30 p.m. 

October 23—Sacred Circle Bible Study—6:30 p.m. 

October 30—Sacred Circle Bible Study—6:30 p.m. 

Join us at Chick-fil-A at Westchester Commons Shopping Center each 

Monday morning at 8 a.m. We will enjoy breakfast and a devotional time 

together.  For more information, please contact Bruce Bartlam at                     

804-739-2936. 

Trunk or Treat will be here in a few short weeks! We need lots of 

help! Please consider volunteering to run a station, decorate your 

trunk, (we need lots of trunks) help in the kitchen, or spook some 

kids! Come in your best costume! Join us for food, games, crafts, 

hayrides and TREATS! Candy donations are needed. Please drop 

donations in the Hope Center or the church office. If you would like 

to volunteer see Lauren Moore. 

This month our featured student is Noah Balderas. 

Noah loves to spend his free time skateboarding, 

spending time with his girlfriend and listening to 

music. Some of his future goals are to attend trade 

school and work on being the best fella he can be 

for his family. Noah loves coming to youth because 

he can hang with students of different ages and 

youth group is somewhere he feels free and safe to 

be himself. Be sure to say 'Hey!' to Noah when you 

see him!  
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Fellowship/Discipleship 

• Men’s Fellowship Lunch 1st 

Thursday of each month at 

noon (See Bruce Lewis) 

• Women’s Fellowship Lunch 1st 

Thursday of each month at 

noon (See Margaret Gillis) 

• Youth Group Meetings every 

Wednesday night at 6:30 p.m. 

(See Lauren Moore) 

• Bible/Discipleship Study           

Wednesday evenings at 6:30 

p.m. (See Gordon and Shirley 

Rutland) 

• Sunday School Classes 9:30 

a.m. each Sunday 

• Zumba Thursday evenings at 7 

p.m. (See Megan Luck) 

• Brotherhood Breakfast (every 

5th Sunday) 

• JIGSAW children’s ministry, 

every Sunday (See Tina 

McNeel) 

• Children in Action meet every 

5th Sunday, during the Sunday 

School hour. (See Frances 

Morris) 

    Mission/Ministry 

• Music Ministry/Choir (See 

Gayle Taylor)  

• Adults on Mission (Meets 

the first Monday of each 

month at 10 a.m.) 

• Charlotte’s Pantry (See 

Brenda Peck) 

• Backpack Ministry (See 

Vera Caniglia) 

• Sunday Morning Nursery 

Ministry (See Lauren 

Moore)  

• Friends of the Homeless 

(5th Mondays at 8:30 a.m.  

(See Gayle Rogers)  

• AA Meeting every          

Thursday at 5:30 p.m. 

• Puppet Team (See                

Andrea Hale) 

• Media Center (See                       

Barbara Bell) 

• Care Team Ministry (See 

Shirley Lewis) 

The Ladies Fellowship Lunch will meet October 3, at 

noon at O’Charleys.  If you plan to attend please call 

or text Margaret Gillis at 804-305-6931 so she can 

make the appropriate number of reservations. 

The Men’s Fellowship lunch will meet on Thursday, 

October 3, at noon at Henry’s Market in Powhatan.  

All men are invited.  Everyone is responsible for the 

cost of their own meal. 

Cindy Luck will be available in the Parish Nurse                                

office on Sunday, October 20, from 9 to 10:15 a.m.  Stop by and Cindy 

will be happy to answer your health questions or check your blood  

pressure. 

4      Dwight Keatts                                  

5      Daniel Rogers                         

9      Bubba Colley                           

9      Jenny Hansen                           

9      Anne Jamerson                         

10    Jacqueline Cody                   

10    Patsy Condrey                       

11    Teresa Dobbins                             

12    John Bransford                

12    Malinda Davis                      

14    Bryan Camden                 

14    Glenn Riley                                     

16    Brad Saxton                           

17    Becky Moseley                              

20    Kiley Proffitt                                      

20    Blake Rogers                           

21    Jarrett Elam                           

22    Kevin Yeager                                                

23    Vernon Sadler                       

24    Barbara Bell                           

25    Jennifer Redmond            

25    Stacey Lamb                    

25    Jarrett Taylor                          

28    Lisa Brown                              

28    David Gillespie                     

29    Erin Carlson                                              

29    Sharon Butler                                 

30    Gary Bailey                                                    

30    Angela Prater                                            

31    Shirley Roberts                     

31    Stuart Condrey  

Upcoming pantry schedule:   

October 9, 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

October 25, 9 to 11 a.m. 

November 13, 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

November 23, 11 a.m. to Noon  (This is a                                                            

Saturday, a special Thanksgiving distribution.) 
 

If you would like to help on any of these dates, please contact Brenda 

Peck.  

The Chick-fil-A fundraiser is back! Join us on Wednesday, October 16, 

from 5 to 8 p.m. Proceeds go to the Preschool throughout the school 

year. Dine-in or grab dinner to go, but please remember to mention 

Spirit Night when you place your order. Don’t forget to take time to 

come by and spin the wheel. You can win free food, drinks and other 

items. Hope to see everyone there!  

The Tuesday Morning Small Group will continue meeting 

through the month of October at 11 a.m. in the “Salt and 

Light” room off the parlor. Join us as we continue to study 

“Outrageous Joy—Living Above Your Circumstances,” by Dr. Robert 

Jeffress. Please join us for fellowship, study and a “joyful” time! The 

Tuesday Small Group is being led by Pat Bartlam. 
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Dear Bethel Church Family,  
I would like to thank everyone for the flowers, food, get well cards, 
phone calls, visits and prayers that I received during my recent                           
hospital stay and since returning home.  Everyone has been very  
supportive and wonderful to Bob and I.  It means so much to both of 
us to have such a caring church family. 
 

Love, Barbara Hale 

I have placed a “Blessing Box” in the back of the church and I will have 
another one at the Parish Nurse Office. We have had 3 bags of                
blankets and clothes donated and several more items in the box. I will 
continue collecting socks, hats,  shoes, jackets (new or gently used 
items) for the homeless.   
 

Blessing Warriors has a Facebook page and there are many things 
needed. I plan to collect items monthly for our community, Veterans, 
homeless, Powhatan clinic, schools, hurricane victims, just to name a 
few in planning ahead. Please feel free to let me know of any                          
suggestions.  Thank you all so much for helping to fill the boxes. 
 

Cindy Luck 

      Some would say that October is the most                                                  
beautiful month of the year, so much color,                                                      
so much brightness with the yellow’s and the burnt orange and the 
red’s of the leaves, such beauty and all provided by our God for us to 
enjoy. As you read this I will be in Myrtle Beach for the month, much of 
these colors I will miss and I do miss the fall and the chill that comes in 
the air. But I will be home soon enough and enjoy those things when I 
do.   
      I am reading a book called “Lost in Church” by Jonathan Cash.  
One of the chapters deals with the word “lukewarm” and it says it is only 
in the Bible once, but it’s meaning and implications are recorded in 
almost every book in the Bible. This chapter hit me as I read it.  Am I 
lukewarm??? The chapter says that God sees three types of people 
sitting in our pews, hot, cold and lukewarm and that when we are    
serving it is much that way. Now I confess, sometimes I can get                 
overwhelmed and try to escape some of my responsibilities in church  
or my community or with my family. I considered that, speaking for my-
self, as being tired or lazy. God can see right through us, He knows our 
deeds, and He knows our hearts. So, moving forward, I will try to re-
member that I will do my best, as the scouts say, to do my duty with a 
prayerful heart. We are being faithful to our homebound folks and I 
must thank two special people who have reached out to others in the 
past few months to do special services, I thank and appreciate Susan 
Wright and Greg McLeod for blessing several of our folks by using their 
talents to bless others through this ministry. 
      Please remember to pray for our Bethel homebound members and 
let’s remember to ask ourselves are we considering ourselves hot, cold 
or “lukewarm”? 
 

Dear Bethel Family, 
I want to thank you so much for the beautiful flowers you sent me in the 
hospital. You really brightened my day. I’m so lucky to have a church 
family.  Again, thank you for thinking of me. 
 

Love, Debbie Walmsley 

Just a note to say thank you.  Thank you for all the great things you do 
for me.  I just can’t thank you enough.   
 

Peggy Heath 

Dear Bethel Family,  
We want to thank you for the flowers and prayers during Bobby’s    
passing into heaven.  It was a great comfort to us to know that we were                  
supported during this difficult time.   
 

In Christian Love, 
Robert and Donna Brooks 

Missions News    

by Frances Morris 

Operation Christmas Child (shoe box ministry) 
*Goal -125 filled boxes    *Deadline - November 17 
 

Pick up a shoe box (or provide your own), Select 1 or more boys or 
girls, Fill the box(es) with special items for the child, Enclose $9      
shipping cost, Pray for your child (children), Return box(es) to church 
 

Gleaning for the World, Thursday, October 17                                                         
 

Leave church at 7 a.m.  Volunteer from 9 to 12 noon, have lunch in 
Appomattox and return to Bethel.  Standing jobs or sitting jobs are 
available.  Please let Frances Morris know if you plan to volunteer,   
804-794-6130. 
 

WMU Mission Opportunities 
 

Volunteering at Mercy Mall, Monday, Oct. 7 
Leave church at 9 a.m. Volunteer from 10 to 12 noon.  Lunch out 
Everyone is invited to join us.   

Dear Todd and Staff, 
Thank you so much for providing a breakfast at our new teacher  
academy. We’re so excited to welcome 26 new teachers to Powhatan.  
Your support helped us to provide a warm welcome to all of them.  We 
look forward to a great school year. 
 
Human Resources Department 
Powhatan County Public Schools 
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By Carter Cosgrove 

Preschool Director 

Fall is definitely in the air and Bethel Baptist Preschool is 

in full swing. We now have 21 children currently enrolled 

in our program. Our teachers are loving their classes and 

the children are having fun! The month of October is a 

very busy and exciting time for our preschool! 

The preschool will have a big day on Tuesday October 8
th
. 

We will have our annual Pumpkin Patch trip to Lloyd  

Family Farms. Our students will have so much fun visiting 

all the animals on the farm, learning about the life cycle of 

the pumpkin, and picking out their very own pumpkins. It 

will be a time had by all. 

The preschool will be offering a special 6-week class to  

be held after school on Tuesdays. We are excited to                   

announce that Norvell Robinson from Pilates, Dance and 

More will be teaching a Creative Movement and Theatre 

Class for children between the ages of 3 to 5. The class 

will be for 30 minutes on Tuesdays in October and                              

November and will let the children experience kinetic,                

cognitive, gross and fine, as well as self-expression skills 

through the disciplines of movement, music and theatre. 

We are so excited to be able to provide this experience to 

our families! 

On Tuesday, October 15
th
 our children will get to dress up 

in their finest and take class pictures with Jennifer Gavin 

form Jennifer Gavin Photography. This is always a special 

time for our families. Pictures are worth a thousand words 

and last a lifetime! 

I would like to remind everyone of the Chick-fil-A night    

on Wednesday October 16
th
. The preschool was so                     

successful last year that we were invited back by                        

Chick-fil-A to continue our Wednesday night  fundraisers. 

Thank you to all who came and supported this event last 

year. We hope you will continue that support this year. We 

must bring in at least $300.00 in food sales every month to 

keep our slot so please come and support the church and 

the preschool by having dinner with us. Please be sure to 

tell the cashier it is for Spirit Night. Once you have enjoyed 

your meal be sure to come by and see me and take a 

chance at the prize wheel. It is only a dollar and you can 

win free food and stuff. I hope to see you there! 

Lastly, I would like to thank all the church families for your 

support of the Preschool. Without you, we wouldn’t be 

what we are today! Thank you again from the bottom of 

my heart!!  

Carter Cosgrove 

Bethel Baptist Preschool Director 

Our preschool is well on the way to                                             
having a great year.  We are so happy                                                  
to have these little ones coming to the library.                                  
We will go over with them how to take care of the books 
they choose. There are two new books that will be on     
our shelf soon. One is an adult book titled “Life of the               
Beloved,” by Henri J. M. Nouwen. Gayle Taylor                                            
referenced it in one of her sermons. The other book is a 
new Bible Story book for juniors. Lauren Moore                           
recommended it. It’s title is “The Action Story Book Bible.”  
The text is written by Catherine Devries. Come in and see 
if you would enjoy reading one. This month the library will 
be open on October 13th, following the church service.  As 
our world outside changes again, let’s enjoy the beauty of 
God’ fall season, and remember to keep reading. 
 
Media Director, Barbara Bell 

Four benches have been made                                                            

and placed around the pool @                                                      

Crossroads Camp and they look                                                 

great! Thanks to everyone who                                                           

for many weeks this Spring                                                             

recycled  their plastic tops & lids                                                       

to make this happen.  This was                                                                  

an environmental state wide                                                             

project of our state WMU & best of all no money was                    

involved! Take a day trip to the beautiful mountains of  

Virginia this Fall & tour our awesome camp & check out 

the benches!  

On Thursday, October 17, volunteers are needed to work 

at “Gleaning for the World.” We will meet in the church 

parking lot and leave promptly at 7:00 a.m.  Standing and 

sitting jobs are available.  We will volunteer from 9 to noon 

and enjoy lunch in Appomattox before returning to Bethel.  

If you would like to join us please contact Frances Morris 

at 804-794-6130 

Please pick up a box for a girl or boy, then purchase your items 

and return them to Bethel by Sunday, November 17. Boxes are 

available in both buildings.  Don’t forget to place your $9                        

donation inside each box to help with shipping costs. More                

information is on page 5 under mission news. 
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