
 

 

       It’s truly a privilege to be a pastor because my work allows me 
to meet some exceptional people who inspire my faith.  One such 
person is Bobby Brooks.  Bobby is the cousin of long time Bethel 
member Robert Brooks.  Bobby was born on November 9th, 1946 
and he was born with Cerebral Palsy.  Bobby has been in a wheel 
chair nearly his entire life.  His father was a military man and                 
Bobby spent his younger years moving around the world as his 
dad’s duty station changed.  Bobby lived in Germany, San                        
Francisco, New Orleans and then the family moved to Florida 
when his dad retired.  Bobby went to schools that could                                      
accommodate his special needs and he is a high school graduate.  
Robert says, “Bobby is smart.  He can do the Jumble in the daily 
paper with no problem and that’s something I struggle to                    
complete.”    
       As Bobby’s parents aged they decided to move back to                
Richmond to be closer to family.  As time went on Bobby’s disease 
worsened and it became more difficult for his parents to give him 
the care he needed.  So when Bobby turned 40 his family moved 
him into the Lucy Coor Nursing Facility.  When he first went to  
Lucy Coor Bobby could feed himself and he had some mobility as 
he could maneuver his wheel chair.  He immersed himself in daily 
life at Lucy Coor.  He acted in several plays and he was once             
voted “King” of Lucy Coor.  He also took some art classes at John 
Tyler and was able to go swimming at Camp Baker.  Bobby didn’t 
allow his disease to get in the way of experiencing life.  Time 
marched on and Bobby’s father passed away in 1993 and his 
mother passed in 1996.  At that point Robert took on the role of 
Bobby’s guardian.  Robert and his wife, Donna, visited Bobby  
regularly.  They watched movies with Bobby, ate with him, and 
took him to doctor and dentist appointments.   
      Bobby’s disease continued to progress and he got to the point 
he could no longer wheel himself around so he got an electric 
wheelchair.  This was a huge blessing for many years as it allowed 
Bobby some freedom of mobility.  Eventually the disease took that 
away as well.  Bobby is now 72 years old and is confined to his 
bed.  Most days are spent in his room with an open door facing the 
hallway so he can watch people walk the halls of Lucy Coor.  He 
no longer has use of his hands so someone has to feed him, bathe 
him, and take care of any other needs he may have.  Think about 
this:  
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Bobby needs someone to help 
him scratch an itch or adjust 
his pillow or blanket.  Simply 
put, Bobby’s body is broken, 
but his spirit is alive and well.  
Bobby is a person of faith and 
he has a rich prayer life.    
Robert says that on numerous 
occasions he’d go visit Bobby 
and he’d enter the room and find Bobby in prayer.  Bobby would 
welcome Robert, but then tell him, “Hold on a moment, I’m not 
finished praying.”  Bobby prays for the Lucy Coor staff, its                           
residents, and he prays for his family.  I’ve been able to pray with 
Bobby on several occasions.   
       One such occasion inspired the writing of this article.  I visited 
Bobby with our Associate Pastor, Gayle Taylor.  At the end of our 
visit we asked Bobby how we could pray for him.  Bobby listed 
several things and among them was that he wanted to pray for his 
dinner to arrive a little earlier in the day. They started serving him 
dinner at 6:30 p.m. recently and he used to eat around 5 so by 
6:30 he’s starving.  Gayle and I prayed and after we prayed Bobby 
looked at us and said, “The Lord has been wonderful to me!” I 
found those words to be so inspiring. Bobby has impacted my faith 
and he’s impacted Robert’s faith as well. I asked Robert how his 
relationship with Bobby has affected his faith and he said, “Well, 
first of all, I don’t think of Bobby as 
a cousin anymore, he’s more like 
my brother.  So the Lord has 
brought us closer together.  I’ve 
also learned that as you get older, 
your reliance on the Lord grows 
because there are many things in 
life you cannot control, you just 
have to rely on the Lord.  So    
Bobby has helped me to see that 
even though there are difficulties in 
life, the Lord is always there with 
you, holding your hand as you live 

your life.” Amen to that Robert.  

Continued on page 3 
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A Note From Your Associate                                        

Pastor and Music Minister:                                                                        

by Gayle Taylor  

“He Has Risen and So Will I” 

Mark 16: 1-6 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary 

the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go 

and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the 

sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one  

another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the 

tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very 

large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw 

a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they 

were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking 

for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not 

here.  

      As we go through our journey through Lent, we reimagine the                      

various scenes that Jesus encountered during his last days as a human 

on earth: The triumphant entry through the streets of Jerusalem, the 

Last Supper with the Disciples, the agonizing prayer in Gethsemane,  

the betrayal by Judas, the arrest, the mockery by the soldiers, and the 

painful crucifixion. All of these dramatic events led to even more 

astounding occurrences: the absence of a crucified body and the                        

appearance of the resurrected Jesus! The disciples found the                                  

resurrected Jesus to be startling at first; then they received their ministry 

orders: to tell others what they witnessed. In John 20:31, the gospel 

writer insists that the events surrounding Jesus’ death and resurrection 

were “written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 

the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his 

name.” 

       The promise of life after death awaits us as Christians. Death is not 

an end but a beginning to a brand new and glorious existence! This is 

what Chris Tomlin shares in his song, “I Will Rise.” The words remind us 

that we, too, will rise to a beautiful home when Jesus calls us by our 

name. On Easter Sunday, the choir will sing this inspiring song. Listen to 

the words and be assured that 

Christ’s death paid a debt that He  

did not owe and that we are the  

beneficiaries of an eternal life in 

heaven.  Happy Easter! 

by Lauren Moore 

On April 7 following the worship service we will be hosting a fundraiser 
lunch. The proceeds from the lunch will go toward decreasing the 
costs of Passport camp this summer. We are attending Passport  
Missions camp in Boston, MA June 23-28. There is not a set price   
per plate, but rather a donation to the youth group for the meal and 
service. We will be prepping the food, setting up, serving, and                    
cleaning up. Everyone is asked to attend and help. Parents too! The 
menu is BBQ chicken or pork BBQ, baked potato bar, salad and               
dessert. Each youth family is asked to provide a dessert. We                          
continue to remain in need of a male chaperone. Please let me 
know if you are interested in attending camp with us. As a      
chaperone your costs will be covered. 
 
April: 
3:    No Connect (Spring break) 
7: Fundraiser. No Sunday school, come to kitchen. Don’t forget to                    
        bring a dessert. 
10:   Connect, 6:30-8 pm. Dinner provided. Meet in the food pantry. 
17: Connect, 6:30-8 pm. Chick-fil-A then back to church. No cost.  
        Van leaves at 6:30. 
24: End of month activity: Movie at Westchester Regal, Break 
        through. Time: 6:30-9pm. Van leaves at 6:30. Cost: $10. 

Bethel helps support CARITAS by providing food, shelter and                           
fellowship to homeless women .  This year the dates are April 27—
May 4.  Right now we are looking for coordinators in each of the areas 
below as well as people who are willing to help in these areas.    
 
Food Coordinator for Breakfast Lunch and Dinner—This person 
secures a person to head up breakfasts, lunches, and dinners, this 
person does not have to prepare any of the meals, they just need to 
find volunteers who will prepare the meals.   
 
Food Volunteers—These are people that are willing to cook or                    
provide a breakfast, lunch or dinner during CARITAS.  Someone may 
want to do all the breakfasts or all the lunches, or all the dinners. 
 
Laundry Coordinator :  Jeanne Yeager—Please contact Jeanne at                    
804-356-0060 if you are willing to do laundry.  Or you can fill out a 
laundry sheet insert that is in the bulletins on Sundays and drop it in 
the basket marked “CARITAS Laundry Ministry.” 
 
Overnight Hosts — need volunteers to spend the night. 
 
Entertainment and/or crafts—need volunteers to do crafts, or other 
creative things to entertain our guests. 
 
General Information—Frances Morris 804-794-6130 

Please join us on April 18 for our Maundy Thursday 

Service. Dinner will be at 6:30 p.m. and the service 

will be at 7. The meal will be from Lee’s Chicken. A 

sign up sheet is on the round table in the People of 

Hope.  Please sign up so we will know how much food 

we need to order. 



 

 

Missions News  
 by Frances Morris 
Mission Opportunities 
 
Adults on Mission will meet on Monday, April 1 at 10 a.m. 

 

Kroger:  Please register your Kroger card so Bethel can continue to 
receive reward points toward Missions.  Go to www.Kroger.com and sign 
in.  Then click on "Community" on tab bar and click on "community 
Rewards." The church member number is QW701. (Note: this is a new 
number). You will still get your points toward gas, Bethel will just get 
credit for any amounts you spend at Kroger.   
 

Bethel Preschooler Cards:  If you have signed up to send a card to a 
preschooler, please be sure to remember his/her birthday and any 
upcoming holidays. 

The next Spirit Night fund raiser date will be Wednesday, April 17,                       
between 5 and 8 p.m.  Proceeds go to the Preschool throughout the 
school year.  Dine-in or grab dinner to go, but please remember to mention 
Spirit Night when you place your order. Don’t forget to take time to come 
by and spin the wheel.  You can win free food, drinks and other items.  
Hope to see everyone there! 

      HELLO EVERYONE, How can this be? It's April already and the 
weather is finally warming up and the flowers are beginning to peek 
through the earth and the singing of bird songs is in the air. But for 
some reason I'm feeling tired.  
      Busy, busy, busy that seems to be what I am feeling, rush, rush, 
rush through everyday and I've heard this from many others. Some 
will say, how do you do it all and I will say the same thing to many 
others. Well, it seems many of us are feeling weary and we are                  
tired of feeling tired. Is this a sign of our aging, or have we become 
impatient with doing so many little jobs? Are we doing our best work? 
We need to pray to get back our energy, and our desire to serve in 
whatever the area we work in and do our very best work for the Lord.  
      Nobody says we can't rest and renew ourselves, that we can't 
take time for ourselves and our families and regroup, so to speak, in 
our service to our friends and fellow members as we work. (oops, not 
work) SERVE for the glory of God.to those who are unable to be with 
us for Sunday services. 
      The Easter holidays are upon us and with all the activities 
planned for our church family and others, please find time to join in 
and worship our risen Lord. As we look forward to the coming 
months of beautiful warm weather, let's take time to recharge and 
renew ourselves in this season of blessings.  
 

Come to me, all of you who are weary and burdened and I will give 
you rest. (Matthew 11:28) 
 

Shirley Lewis/Team Lead 
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We are collecting plastic tops                                                                                       
and lids for a recycling project                                                                                             
for Camp Crossroads. The tops                                                                                                
and lids will be transformed into                                                                          
benches for camp.  
Deadline is April 14. 

Acceptable caps:  Recycle #'s 2,  
4, or 5  

• Medicine bottle caps 

• detergent caps 

• hair spray caps 

• toothpaste caps 

• deodorant caps 

• apple sauce pouch caps 

• drink bottles, soda, juice,  

        water, sports drinks 

• flip top caps (ketchup) or  

        spout caps (mustard) 

• baby food caps 

• Shampoo/Conditioner caps 

Acceptable Lids:  Recycle #'s 2, 
4, or 5  

• cottage cheese or cream  

        cheese container lids 

• Mayonnaise jar lids 

• yogurt lids 

• peanut butter jar lids 

• ice cream bucket lids 

• cool whip container lids 

• coffee can lids 

• butter container lids 

• Pringles lids 

Life is full of difficulties. Life is full of brokenness, but God is there, 
ever present, always faithful. When we reflect on this perhaps you 
and I can say, along with Bobby, “The Lord has been wonderful to 
me!” This confession of praise can be traced all the way back to the 
Cross of Calvary. Christ went to the cross to pay for our sins, to 
reconcile us to God, to offer us grace and forgiveness that we didn’t 
deserve and could never earn. When we reflect on this we truly can 
say “God has been wonderful to me!” Let’s let Bobby’s confession of 
praise be on our lips all of April as we celebrate Easter together at 
Bethel. I hope that you’ll be able to join us for our Maundy Thursday 
Service, or our Good Friday Lenten Lunch, and I especially hope to 
see you on Easter Sunday where we all gather together to sing and 
worship because God truly has been wonderful to us all. May God 
bless Bobby, Robert and Donna Brooks and may God bless our 
Bethel Church Family. Happy Easter!  He is Risen.  He is Risen 

Indeed!  

Continued from page 1 

There will be a security workshop on Sunday,                 

April 28, following the worship service for all                        

greeters, ushers and Deacons. A light lunch                                   

will be provided.   

http://bbc1817.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=24adf057605a86e21a1434386&id=d07875dae2&e=0acac2e3d0
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Join us at Chick-fil-A at Westchester Commons Shopping Center each 

Monday morning at 8 a.m. We will enjoy breakfast and a devotional 

time together. This is a wonderful time of fellowship. For more                 

information, please contact Bruce Bartlam at 804-739-2936. 

Fellowship/Discipleship 

• Men’s Fellowship Lunch 1st 

Thursday of each month at 

noon (See Bruce Lewis) 

• Women’s Fellowship Lunch 1st 

Thursday of each month at 

noon (See Margaret Gillis) 

• Youth Group Meetings every 

Wednesday night at 6:30 p.m. 

(See Lauren Moore) 

• Bible/Discipleship Study           

Wednesday evenings at 6:30 

p.m. (See Gordon and Shirley 

Rutland) 

• Sunday School Classes 9:30 

a.m. each Sunday 

• Zumba Thursday evenings at 7 

p.m. (See Megan Luck) 

• Brotherhood Breakfast (every 

5th Sunday) 

• JIGSAW children’s ministry, 

every Sunday (See Tina 

McNeel) 

• Children in Action meet  every 

5th Sunday, during the Sunday 

School hour. (See Frances 

Morris) 

    Mission/Ministry 

• Music Ministry/Choir (See 

Gayle Taylor)  

• Adults on Mission (Meets 

the first Monday of each 

month at 10 a.m.) 

• Charlotte’s Pantry (See 

Brenda Peck) 

• Backpack Ministry (See 

Vera Caniglia) 

• Sunday Morning Nursery 

Ministry (See Lauren 

Moore)  

• Friends of the Homeless 

(5th Mondays at 8:30 a.m.  

(See Gayle Rogers)  

• AA Meeting every          

Thursday at 5:30 p.m. 

• Puppet Team (See                

Andrea Hale) 

• Media Center (See                       

Barbara Bell) 

• Care Team Ministry (See 

Shirley Lewis) 

Our next lunch will be April 4, at noon at 

O’Charley’s on 360. If you plan to attend please 

text or call Margaret Gillis at 804-305-6931 so 

she can make the appropriate number of                             

reservations. All women are invited. 

Our next lunch is set for Thursday, April 4, at noon. 

We will meet at Henry’s Market, 1901                  

Anderson Hwy, Powhatan.  Everyone will be                         

responsible for the cost of their own lunch. Please 

call the church office if you plan to attend so we can 

make the appropriate number of reservations. All men are invited.    

Cindy Luck will be available in the Parish Nurse office on Sunday,     

April 28, from 9 to 10:15 a.m. Stop by and Cindy will be happy to                    

answer your health questions or check your blood pressure. 

2     Sarah Riley                 

3     Sam Watson              

3     Bob Worthy                                    

5     Katy Bunting                               

5     Jack Surma                                           

6     Deborah Acree                   

7     Charles Stump                              

8     Nancy Verne                                    

10   Shawn Bowen                        

13   Beth Deyerle                                 

14   Philip Dewire              

15   Bruce Moseley              

15   Ralph Reynolds                                      

16   Irving Jamerson         

16   Susanne Currie                     

16   Nancy Dewire                         

16   Brad Willis                                                   

17   Coleman Rogers                      

18   Lori Sherwood                                   

20   Mary Longnecker                             

20   Deborah Patteson     

20   Florence McLeod       

21   James Heath, Jr.                 

21   Aleta Jenkins                                        

22   Stephen Newman                                        

22   Carter Cosgrove                   

24   Shannon Jones                

24   Judy Moschler                       

25   Bernice Smith                          

26   Mary Lynn Smith              

27   Schuyler Doughtie                       

28   Lewis Newman                                 

 The next book club meeting is May 5 after church and the group will 

discuss Mercies in Disguise. This is one of those books that you cannot 

put down once you begin reading it!  Please meet in Gayle Taylor’s 

office and bring a bag lunch. Drinks and dessert will be provided. If you 

need a copy of the book, please contact Gayle Taylor.  
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By Carter Cosgrove 

Preschool Director 

       Hello Spring!!! April is always an exciting time for the preschool.  

The Preschool will begin April with a week off for Spring Break. We will 

be closed from April 1st – 5th returning to school on April 8th. When our 

classes get back, the children will begin to learn about Spring and 

what it brings with it such as the life cycles of animals, insects and 

plants. Students will also learn ways to take care of their environment 

and celebrate Earth Day. Our Pre-K class will be getting ready for 

Kindergarten Registration which will be held at all Elementary Schools 

on Thursday, April 11th. Let’s not forget the most important thing,                 

Easter! The children will be having their Easter celebrations on                    

Thursday, April 18th. As you can see, April is a very busy month for 

everyone here at the preschool! 

       The preschool children will be doing a lifecycle experiment. The 

children will get to plant a small vegetable garden that is self-contained 

in a clear box. That way they will be able to watch the growth process 

of carrots and green beans! Maybe we can even encourage better 

eating habits when they see how their vegetables grow! 

       We will have our monthly Chick-fil-A night which will be held on 

Wednesday April 17th from 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. We would love to  

see everyone there so please come and join us!  We appreciate all the 

support you have given to the preschool.  

Just a reminder that the preschool is currently accepting registrations 

for our 2019/2020 school year and still have several spots available. If 

you know anyone who is looking for a preschool, please send them 

our way. We would love to have them! 

       Thank you again to all who help support the Preschool and                    

myself. You are the reason we are the program we are today!  

In April, our Jigsaw Kids will be learning about HOPE.  When you’re 
stumbling in the dark, there’s only one thing to do. Turn on the light! 
The same is true when you feel like you’re stumbling through a difficult 
time in your life. Turn on the light of hope! After all, our hope doesn’t 
come from this world. Our hope is in Jesus. As we examine the events 
surrounding Jesus’ death and resurrection, we will help kids see that 

whatever happens in life, we can have hope in Jesus. 

Dear Bethel Church,  

Thank you for your prayers, cards, visits, phone calls, flowers, and 

your kind expressions of sympathy.  Thank you also for the delicious 

reception.  During this time we realize how much our friends and   

relatives really mean to us. 

The Family of Faye Carter 

Dear Bethel Church,  

Bob and I want to thank you all for the calls, cards and prayers during 

my hospitalization and recovery.  They meant so much to us.  God 

bless you all. 

Diane Hansen 

Dear Bethel Baptist Church Family, 

Thanks to all who came to check on me in the hospital.  The visits and 

cards brought me cheer.  Thanks for the phone calls, they made me 

smile.  Thanks for the food. It was delicious.  Lastly, thanks for the 

flowers from the church.  They were a reminder of God’s beauty and 

special thanks for all your prayers, they gave me comfort.   

God Bless You, Barbara Bell 

Dear Bethel Church Family,  

Thank you so much for the beautiful flower arrangement you sent. 

Sincerely, Carrie Persichini and Family 

       Please join us in the People of Hope Center on Good Friday for a 

lunch of soup, salad, bread, and dessert and a devotional entitled 

“Were You There?” from Dr. Elizabeth Newman. 

       Dr. Newman served on the faculty of Baptist Theological Seminary 

at Richmond from 2002-2019 after serving on the faculty at Saint 

Mary’s College, Notre Dame, IN for twelve years. She is the   author of 

Untamed Hospitality: Welcoming God and Other Strangers (Brazos 

Press, 2007), and Attending the Wounds on Christ’s Body: Teresa’s 

Scriptural Vision (Cascade Books, 2012) and Divine Abundance:       

Leisure, the Basis of Academic Culture (forthcoming) and currently 

serves as co-chair for the Baptist World Alliance Commission on     

Doctrine and Christian Unity and as a representative in Baptist World 

Alliance Conversations with the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity 

(2017-2022). She is also on the leadership team for Young                       

Scholars in the Baptist Academy 

Please sign up on the sheet on the round table or contact 

Gayle Taylor if you would like to attend. 



 

 

It’s time to start thinking about VBS 2019! We 

will be on an African adventure exploring the 

fact that life is wild, but God is good! Kids               

will explore God's goodness and celebrate a 

ferocious faith that powers them through this 

wild life. We need lots of volunteers to make 

this week come to life for the many kids who 

will walk through Bethel’s doors. Please consider volunteering as this 

is always a fun week and grows relationships within our church. This 

week allows us to love on and minister to younger children who may 

have never heard the gospel before. Contact Lauren Moore or Lisa 

Hardy for more information or to sign up as a volunteer.  

Upcoming pantry schedule:   

April 10, 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

April 26, 9 to 11 a.m. 

May 8, 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

May 24, 9 to 11 a.m. 

 

If you would like to help on any of these                                                           

dates, please contact Brenda Peck.  

The youth fundraiser for Passport               

will be April 7, following the               

worship service.  The youth will 

be hosting a fundraiser lunch.                   

All proceeds will go toward                 

decreasing the cost of summer 

camp. 

We are 

attending Passport Missions camp in Boston, 

MA June  23-28. There is not a set price per 

plate, but rather we are asking for donations. 

The menu will be barbecue chicken or pork 

barbecue, baked potato bar, salad and                    

dessert. Please sign up on the round table in 

the People of Hope Center or RSVP to Lauren 

Moore (laurenelmoore@gmail.com or 804-337-1497) or the church 

office at 794-8590..  

All children from preschool through 5th grade are invited to come out 

from 1 to 3 p.m. for an afternoon of crafts, games, snacks, bouncing, 

balloon tying, puppets and of course, an egg hunt.  Join us for lots of fun 

and excitement.  Don’t forget to bring your basket to put your goodies in! 

This is a rain or shine event.   
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April 3 — Sacred Circle Bible Study—7 p.m. 

April 10—Sacred Circle Bible Study—7 p.ml 

April 17—No Bible Study (Join us on Thursday, April 18 for Maundy  

               Thursday Dinner (6:30 p.m.) and Service (7:00 p.m.) 

April 24—Sacred Circle Bible Study—7 p.m. 

The library has gone through its winter books, its                      

Valentine’s books and its St. Patrick’s Day books.  We 

also had a display of Noah and some of his animals.  We are                           

preparing for a wonderful Easter.  It’s so amazing what God’s son did 

for all of us.  Of course, along with the Easter theme is the beautiful 

season of spring.  Hopefully, we can find some books that will help us 

enjoy some time of reading.  This is a time for God’s world to wake up 

and shine.  All of us can shine by loving one another.  Happy Easter. 

 

Barbara Bell, Media Director 

Local driver Dan Rogers, 

son of Gayle and Bill                 

Rogers, will be driving #33 in 

the Grand Stock Division.  

Dan won 9 out of 10 races 

last year.  If you have time, 

come out and cheer him on. 
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